
 

THE KESHER NEWSLETTER  

Temple Emanu -El of Greater Atlantaôs Quarterly Publication 
Winter 2011  

 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 31 
   Shabbat Service  / Shared, at Temple Sinai  6:30pm 
SATURDAY JANUARY 1 
   Shabbat Service /  Shared, at Temple Sinai  10:00am 
 

FRIDAY JANUARY 7 
   Family Shabbat Service    6:15pm 
   Congregational Dinner   7:00pm 
   Shabbat Service    8:00pm 
SATURDAY JANUARY 8 
   Chevrah Torah       9:00am 
   Tot Shabbat    9:30am 
   Shabbat Service   10:00am 
   Bar Mitzvah: Joshua Achiron 
   Bat Mitzvah: Ilana Wayne 
 

FRIDAY JANUARY 14 
   Shabbat Service  / MLK Shabbat  8:00pm 
SATURDAY JANUARY 15 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bar Mitzvah: Eric Silver  
    
FRIDAY JANUARY 21 
    Shabbat Service / Speaker Shabbat   8:00pm 
SATURDAY JANUARY 22 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Junior Congregation   10:00am 
   Shabbat Service   10:00am    
   Bar Mitzvah: Blake Rappaport 
    
FRIDAY JANUARY 28 
   Shabbat Service / Jam Shabbat 8:00pm 
SATURDAY JANUARY 29 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bar Mitzvah: Benjamin Zusmann 
 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 4 
   Shabbat Service / Musical Guest  8:00pm 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 5 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bat Mitzvah: Sarah Liess 
 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11 
   Family Shabbat Service    6:15pm 
   Congregational Dinner   7:00pm 
   Shabbat Service    8:00pm 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 12 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Junior Congregation   10:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 18 
   Shabbat Service  / Guitar Shabbat  8:00pm 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 19 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bat Mitzvah: Gabrielle Bashuk 
   Bat Mitzvah: Madeline Freiman 
 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 25 
   Shabbat Service / Speaker Shabbat 8:00pm 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 26 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service     10:00am 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 4 
   Shabbat Service  / Musical Guest  8:00pm 
SATURDAY MARCH 5 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bar Mitzvah: Ross Miller 

WORSHIP SERVICES  

FROM THE RABBI  
 
Arenôt you tired?  Donôt you need a vacation?  
Doesnôt it seem like the grind to get it all done in 
one day is overwhelming and then it starts over 
again the next day?   
 
As we settle into the winter doldrums, these ques-
tions probably seem to have easy ñyesò answers.  I 
certainly struggle with the balancing act of modern 
life and I hear from many of you that we share that 
problem.  Our small worlds are bombarded with in-
formation, complex quandaries, and impossible combinations of activi-
ties.  Most of us are not willing to simply drop out of the rat race but we 
know that the meaning of life is being lost in the endless traffic, email, 
and phone calls.   
 
And yet the solution is right before us:  Shabbat!  Our ancestors knew 
and our Creator knew that it is unhealthy and even ungrateful to live 
each day filled with worries, errands, and ugliness.  Shabbat was the gift 
that commanded us to stop and remember that our human endeavors 
are not the center of the universe.  How much easier it must have been 
when everyone in town stopped on the same day in order to give thanks 
to God for living and in order to find the reasons to keep on keeping on.  
It is not so easy these days.  We are exhausted on Friday nights and 
simply want to collapse.  We are busier than ever on Saturdays which 
are filled with sports games and to-do lists.  But when we simply opt out 
of Shabbat because we are too tired for it or it is too inconvenient, we 
forget that Shabbat is not a Jewish option.  It is the center of Jewish life 
and it is one of those Ten Commandments which we all claim to follow.  
  
When we look at Shabbat as commanded behavior then we discipline 
ourselves to include it in our schedules.  It is not the amount of ritual that 
makes Shabbat; rather, our attitudes and our choices can create a day 
that joins us to family, to community, and to God.  So there is the list 
from which we must work:  Family, Community, God.  From Friday eve-
ning to Saturday evening, we can choose activities and practices that 
celebrate our relationships, our congregation, and our Creator.  Taking 
time to be together rather than simply ñin the same placeò honors our 
sacred obligation to family.  Taking time to worship or study with the   
congregation reconnects us with the Jewish tradition that requires us to 
participate in our synagogue.  We do not have the right to simply skip 
helping the congregation pray or study.  Taking time for reflection and 
prayer to God centers us and renews our resolve to be partners in the 
healing of the world. 
 
Havenôt we all told someone ï ñdo it because itôs good for youò?  Well, 
God and Jewish tradition have been telling us that for years!  Shabbat is 
good for us.  It feeds our souls and lifts us up toward the Divine.  If you 
are already an active Shabbat observer then you will find it easy to 
choose one more action that engages the ñFamily, Community, Godò 
triangle.  If it has been difficult to bring Shabbat into your life then I urge 
you to find one Shabbat ritual that ensures that ñFamily, Community, and 
Godò are celebrated each week.  And then, tell me about what you have 
done and what you have learned.  We can all teach one another. 

Rabbi Julie Schwartz 



Worship Services ðcontinued  

 

FRIDAY MARCH 11 
   Family Shabbat Service / Sisterhood Social Action  6:15pm 
   Congregational Dinner   7:00pm 
   Shabbat Service    8:00pm 
SATURDAY MARCH 12 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bar Mitzvah: Evan Miller 
   Bar Mitzvah: Max Miller 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 18 
   Shabbat Service / Guitar Shabbat  8:00pm 
SATURDAY MARCH 19 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Tot Shabbat    9:30am 
   Shabbat Service  / Caring Committee Shabbat 10:00am 
   Bat Mitzvah: Janine Flaxer 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 25 
   Shabbat Service / Speaker Shabbat  8:00pm 
SATURDAY MARCH 26 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 

 

Temple Emanu -El Staff Listing  
 
 
 

 
 
 

1580 Spalding Drive, Atlanta, GA 30350 
Phone:  770-395-1340   

Fax:  770-395-1343 
 

 

Diamond Family Religious School:  770-352-9190 
Schiff Preschool:  770-352-9303 

 
 

Rabbi Julie S. Schwartz  
jschwartz@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 216 

 

Cantor Benjamin B. Adler  
badler@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 211 

 

Rabbi Scott Colbert  
scolbert@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 205 
 

Rabbi Lauren Cohn  
Director of Children and Youth Programs 
lcohn@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 203 
 

Rabbi Stanley M. Davids  
Rabbi Emeritus 
ravdavids@davidsfamily.net 

 

Andi Miller  
Schiff Preschool Director 
amiller@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 214 

 

Beverly Brown  
Temple Administrator 
bbrown@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 255 
 

Judith Serkin  
Membership Services and Programs Administrator 
jserkin@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 207 
 
Sally Caplan  
Controller 
scaplan@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 206 
 

Suzanne Hurwitz  
Congregational Shabbat Dinners and Kesher Editor 
shurwitz@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 208 

Spotlight 

On... 
Board Member Jeffrey Marcus  
 
Dr. Jeffrey Marcus has been serving on Temple 
Emanu-Elôs Board for two years, but it could be his daughter Melissa who 
provides the most feedback to the temple. Each time the Marcus family of five 
attends Shabbat services, Melissa, 16, ascends on the bima at the serviceôs 
conclusion to let Rabbi Schwartz and Cantor Adler know what a wonderful job 
they did. When Melissa is in attendance, Rabbi Schwartz will tell you, she has 
never given a bad ï or anything less than stellar ï sermon! 

In addition to Melissa, Jeffrey and his wife 
Laura have two other children: Lindsey, 14, 
and Jason, 9. They have been members of 
Temple Emanu-El for seven years. They 
came to Temple Emanu-El because, as 
parents of a special needs child, they felt 
this was a perfect place for their family. 
They have always received much warmth 
from, and felt very welcomed by Rabbi 
Schwartz, and as Jeffrey says, ñIt just felt 
rightò. Of course, it didnôt hurt that they live 
only two streets away from the Temple! 
Over the years, Jeffrey has witnessed lots of 

positive changes at Temple Emanu-El. He believes that the addition of more 
programs for congregants means that there really is something for everyone. 
For him, the introduction of music into Shabbat services was a big plus, at-
tracting more young people to our temple. 
Jeffrey grew up in Rockville, Maryland as the oldest of four children. He and 
Laura have been in Atlanta since 1993. He is an Ob/Gyn with North Atlanta 
Womenôs Specialists. 
In addition to serving on the temple Board, Jeffrey enjoys many other inter-
ests and volunteer positions. First and foremost, he enjoys being with his 
family. He loves to write and sing, and play and coach sports with his chil-
dren. He and Laura enjoy travelling. They support causes that help children, 
such as his role on the advisory board of the Rally Foundation which supports 
pediatric cancer research.  

Volunteer Gloria Lapin  
 
Gloria Lapin may be small in stature, but her heart and what she does for our 
temple are anything but. You will often see her volunteering her time in the 
Rabbi Scott E. Colbert Library at Temple Emanu-El, and, in recent months, 
creating the Katz Family Education Day that was held last November. As a 
seventh-grade teacher on Sundays, Gloria teaches her adoring students the 
lessons we can draw from the Holocaust and instills Jewish pride in the 
young teens. 
Gloria grew up in Atlanta. She is married to Rich, a 
marketing manager and avid biker, and they are the 
parents of two adult daughters: Michelle, who lives in 
DC and Sharon who resides in Atlanta. 
Before retiring, Gloria was an elementary school 
teacher for over 30 years, then a DeKalb Pro Corps 
Presenter. When she retired she took on educational 
consulting for five years and directed the templeôs reli-
gious school for several years. Today, her main hobby 
is writing beginning reading comics that are given 
away at www.primarilyreading.com. 
Of the recent Katz Family Education Day (see page 

7), Gloria says that the best part was meeting the 

challenge of taking Rabbi Colbertôs ideas and bringing them to life. She 

learned a lot about Talmud as she prepped and planned and was thrilled to 

see other congregants, young and old, learning along with her. 

Jeffrey Marcus with his family 

Gloria Lapin 

http://www.primarilyreading.com


Staff Member Joy Rosa  
 
Joy Rosa, or Ms. Joy as her many students call her, has been work-
ing at Temple Emanu-El for 16 years. 
Joy grew up in Rochester, NY, and moved to Atlanta in her mid-
twenties for both warmth and to be closer to her sister. She came to 
TE when, having worked as a teacher of various ages for many 
years, she was ready to enroll her own son in a preschool. She 
found The Schiff Preschool at Temple Emanu-El and knew it was 
the perfect place for Jordan; the preschool director thought that Joy 
would be a perfect teacher for her school. 

Over the years, Joy has taught 
children of all ages both in the 
preschool and in the Diamond 
Family Religious School. She 
currently loves teaching her 
preschool class of two-year-olds 
and her religious school class of 
1st graders. 
Her son Jordan, meanwhile, is 
now 18 and a high school stu-
dent. Joy has many interests 
and hobbies, including writing 
poetry, reading non-fiction, lis-

tening to music, and drawing and painting. 
More than anything, what Joy loves about working at Temple Emanu
-El is the connections she has to the children she teaches and their 
families. She ñloves the Jewish spiritò and gets great pleasure from 
watching her former ñkidsò grow up from tiny preschoolers, into reli-
gious school students, and then into wonderful young adults. 
It goes without saying that the love and admiration that Joy has for 
the children  she teaches is definitely mutual, as any student or par-
ent, present or former, will tell you.  

Thank you!  

Joy Rosa with four of her charges 

Temple Emanu -El  

Social Action Committee  
 

A NEW PROGRAM  

FOR A NEW YEAR!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark Your Calendar!!!  

 

Weõre building a new program! An opportunity to  

experience the joy of community mitzvot throughout 

the year!  And it all starts with The Hunger Walk in 

March followed by a community -wide  

Mitzvah Day!   
 

Curious? Interested?  

Call us ð Email us ð Join in on one of our meetings!  
 

RuthE Levy 

(770) 650-1106 ð levyruthe1@juno.com  
 

Paul Kaplansky 

(404) 641-9181 ð paul.kaplansky@comcast.net  

Hunger Walk  

March 13, 2011  
 

The NEW  
Mitzvah Day  

Spring 2011  

Mazel tov to 

our Consecrants 

of 5771!  
 

May you enjoy a 

lifetime of sweet 

Jewish learning!  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eattheword.com/images/todah.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.eattheword.com/wstudy/HP/todah.htm&usg=__enjZRhgOE1B8ArXqDZhKw7lceGY=&h=68&w=116&sz=2&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=7p3JGnQv1jaEnM:&tbnh=51&tbnw=


It can be said that 
Cantor Benjamin 
Adler neither stops 
singing nor learning. 
Born in Tel Aviv to a 
long line of rabbis, 
cantors and sofrim, 
he remembers being 
drawn to Jewish 
music from a very 
young age and 
dreaming about be-
ing a cantor just like 

his father, several of his cousins, and un-
cles. 
  
Cantor Adler moved to the United States at 
the age of nine, and was still in high school 
when he began training young people for 
their bônai mitzvah. At age seventeen, he 
conducted High Holy Day Services in both 
the auxiliary service and main sanctuary at 
Bônai David Synagogue in Southfield, Michi-
gan. While his father had tried to dissuade 
him from going the same route as himself, 
and instead wanted his son to become a 
doctor, Cantor Adler knew what felt right to 
him. He loved singing in a boysô choir; his 
biggest heroes were his elder cousin Cantor 
Hyman J. Adler of Michigan, and his uncle 
Cantor Nathan Adler of Toronto, ñthe great-
est, most talented cantor.ò 
  
By the time he entered college at Wayne 
State University and the Midrasha College 
of Jewish Studies, where he received a 
bachelorôs degree in Hebrew Letters, Cantor 
Adler was running a junior congregation and 
teaching both teens and adults. He held his 
first full-time job post-college, as cantor at 
West Palm Beachôs Temple Beth El for 
three years before deciding he wanted to 
learn more. He attended Florida State Uni-
versity where he obtained a Master of Music 
in both voice and opera.  
  
Cantor Adler served as a cantor at several 
prestigious congregations before finding his 
way to Temple Emanu-El. He was at Beth 

Hillel in Chicago for three years before de-
ciding to move so his young children would 
be closer to their grandparents. He then 
served as cantor for a few synagogues in 
the Miami area; Beth David, the oldest con-
gregation in Miami, was fortunate to have 
Cantor Adler as their cantor for seven years. 
  
In 1995, Cantor Adler moved with his family 
to Atlanta to take a position at Congregation 
Ahavat Achim. He proudly recalls that dur-
ing his first year there he led High Holy Day 
services for 5,000 people under one roof. 
  
In 2002 he was ready for a change when he 
was approached by Temple Emanu-Elôs 
Rabbi Emeritus, Rabbi Stanley Davidsé 
and the rest, as they say, is history! Cantor 
Adler loved the change. He began working 
at Temple Emanu-El just as the buildingôs 
major renovations were completed and 
many exciting things were taking place. Af-
ter working as a cantor in a conservative 
setting for over thirty years, he credits Rabbi 
Colbert and Rabbi Schwartz with being ex-
tremely helpful in his transition. He was sur-
prised at how comfortable the congregation 
and the position felt to him, and found mix-
ing traditional music with new settings of 
prayers to be a great experience.  
Cantor Adler is the proud father of three 
sons. Avi works in commercial real estate 
and lives in Tampa with his wife Dorina and 
their two daughters Hannah and Julia. Jer-
emy majored in viticulture in college and 
now works in the wine industry in Chicago. 
Adam lives in Atlanta and attends law 
school at Emory University. He is engaged 
to be married to Joanie Twersky, a former 
Hebrew school teacher at Temple Emanu-
El, in May. 

Cantor Adlerôs favorite composers include 
Cantor Robbie Solomon and Stephen Rich-
ards. Favorite compositions include 
ñYaôalehò, performed at Kol Nidre; ñShabbat 
Shalomò composed by Shlomo Carlbach 
and adapted by Rick Recht; Debbie Fried-
manôs ñHoly Placeò; Julie Silverôs ñSim Sha-
lomò; and Lisa Levineôs ñVeôShamru.ò He is 
also very proud of the Original Service he 
was able to commission for Temple Emanu-
Elôs thirtieth anniversary  
  
Besides singing, what Cantor Adler enjoys 
most about his role at Temple Emanu-El is, 
as he puts it, ñbeing an enablerò. He enables 
the bar and bat mitzvah to do well on their 
big day, the choir and junior choir to sing 
well, and helps people to practice their Ju-
daism. He gains great satisfaction in the 
completion of training for a young adultôs bar 
or bat mitzvah and thoroughly enjoys going 
through the process with each one. 
  
Cantor Adler identifies the past High Holy 
Day services as being unique in that musi-
cally, they were absolutely wonderful. Now 
in his sixteenth year living and working in 
the Atlanta Jewish community, he is plan-
ning to officiate at two special weddings ï 
weddings in which he previously trained the 
brides for their bônot mitzvah. 
  
In addition singing and enjoying his hobbies 
of fishing, hiking, and wine tasting, Cantor 
Adler is continuously studying. He does 
soon his own, and also works with a voice 
coach in order to maintain that beautiful 
singing that we so thoroughly enjoy each 
week. 

 

Get to Know our Clergy:  
Cantor Benjamin Adler  

 

Do you have a song in you? 
Join the Temple Emanu-El Choir 

or Junior Choir. 
 

Contact Cantor Benjamin Adler 
at 770.395.1340 or 

badler@temple-emanuel.net 
for more information. 



Dear Rabbi Schwartz, 

   

Thank you, once again, for helping the Atlanta Com-

munity Food Bank fight hunger in 38 counties across 

Metro Atlanta and North Georgia through your partici-

pation in Operation Isaiah 2010/5751. 

 

As the official kick-off for ACFBôs holiday food drive 

season, Operation Isaiah serves as a call-to-action to 

the rest of our community. Temple Emanu-El contrib-

uted 5,787 pounds of healthful, non-perishable food 

this year, or approximately 7.7 pounds per family 

membership - a remarkable effort! This generous con-

tribution has helped make Operation Isaiah 2010/5771 

one of our most successful ever, with this year's  

Atlanta Jewish community-wide collection at nearly 

42,000 pounds. 

 

We have included a bar graph showing the average 

family contribution from each participating Atlanta-

area congregation. Temple Emanu-El is represented by 

the darkened bar. Based on this distribution and the 

interest in feedback from many congregations, we be-

lieve there is potential to attain a goal of 50,000 

pounds next year. 

 

Please share our gratitude with your congregation.  

We value your partnership and look forward to work-

ing with you next year. 

 

Best regards,  

Sarah Robertson, Product Procurement Manager 

James Johnson, Food Drive Coordinator 

Roy Baron, Coordinating  Community Volunteer  

We Did It!  

Something New!  
Introducing the Mitzvah Drivers  Program  
 
Some of our congregants have difficulty get-
ting to temple for Shabbat services or for 
other synagogue events. Congregant Izzy 
Israeli has volunteered to match up congre-
gants who need  rides to temple with other 
congregants (ñMitzvah Driversò) who have 
volunteered to provide  rides. 
 

Would you like to be a Mitzvah Driver? 
This would be a ñonce-in-a whileò commitment, and Izzy would match you 
up with a congregant who lives in your general vicinity. Help give a fellow 
congregant the chance to come and enjoy Shabbat worship (or an educa-
tion class) with us!   
 

To volunteer to be a Mitzvah Driver, please send the following informa-
tion to Judy Serkin (jserkin@temple-emanuel.net): Name, phone number, 
e-mail address, city (or area of Atlanta), and what temple events or 
services you often (or sometimes) attend. Judy will forward your informa-
tion to Izzy, and he will contact you when there is a need for a driver in 

your area.   
 

If you are a member who needs  a ride to  
Temple Emanu-El, please contact Izzy directly at: 

izzyisraeli@earthlink.net 

or 770-751-9555.  

BUYING GROCERIES THIS WEEK? 
 

HELP BALANCE THE TEMPLE EMANU-EL BUDGET 
 

USE BENEFIT BUCKS TO BUY GROCERIES 
 

HELP US RAISE $100,000 THE EASY WAY 
 

EACH TIME YOU SHOP WITH BENEFIT BUCK$ YOU MAKE A 
DONATION WITHOUT SPENDING ONE EXTRA DIME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU buy the cards at face value, and Kroger and Publix 
give a small donation to Temple Emanu-El. 

Your Temple receives 3% from Publix and 5% from Kroger 
 

Contact Janet Stein: JLMStein@aol.com or call 404-634-5992 
(or stop by the office at TE and fill out an order form) 

 

Send us your name, phone number, current mailing 
address and your email address. Tell us which store(s) you 

shop at and how much you want to buy for each store. 
 

WE BILL YOUR ACCOUNT AND MAIL YOU THE CARDS 

 Temple Emanu-El of Greater Atlanta 

mailto:izzyisraeli@earthlink.net


The North Atlanta Menõs Club enjoys 
a recent cooking class 
at Temple Emanu-El 

From the desk ofé 
Beverly Brown, Temple Administrator 
bbrown@temple-emanuel.net 

 

Dear Congregants:  
 

Was your child born between November 2000 and October 
2001? 
 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH DATE MEETING-SAVE THE DATE 
 
Mazel Tov to all of you who will be receiving your Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah date. You are invited to attend a date meeting on 
Wednesday evening January 12th, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
temple sanctuary. This meeting is for those parents who have 
children who were born between November 2000 and October 
2001. 
 
It is imperative that at least one parent attend this meeting. 
Important information in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Handbook will be 
reviewed in detail and we will endeavor to answer your ques-
tions as well. 
 
Please RSVP to me at bbrown@temple-emanuel.net. 
 
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING!!!  
 
- Beverly Brown 

From the desk of... 
Judith Serkin, Membership and Programs Administrator 
jserkin@temple-emanuel.net 
 
Did you know that Temple Emanu-El sponsors a job net-
working group for those congregants (and others in the 
community) who are in career transition?  Rabbi Colbert 

suggested starting this group over 18 months ago when so many of our 
own congregants and others in the community were being laid off from 
their jobs.  Unfortunately, there is still a continuing need for this group; 
we look forward to the time when it will no longer be necessary. 
 
Our own congregant and professional career coach, Heidi Berger 
Geller, is the volunteer facilitator of this group.  We are very grateful for 
her expertise and her continuing service to this program.  Our Temple 
Emanu-El networking group distinguishes itself from many other groups 
by including ñemployed networking volunteersò at each session.  These 
networking volunteers are members of our own congregation who are 
currently employed or own a business.  While we recognize that these 
congregants will generally not have any actual jobs to offer at our net-
working sessions, they are present to provide advice, encouragement, 
potential leads, and contacts.   
 
So how can you help?  If you are currently employed (in any profes-
sion) or own your own business, please consider becoming a 
ñvolunteer networker.ò  Attend our monthly job networking meetings 
(usually on a Wednesday evening, 7-9 PM) whenever you are able and 
network informally with our job seekers.  Since networking has become 
so critical in finding jobs, your service will be much appreciated, and 
you never know when your advice or contact information might lead to 
actual employment for one of our jobseekers.  To be added to our 
ñemployed networking volunteerò list, please contact me at 
jserkin@temple-emanuel.net.  I will send you a notice before each 
monthly networking session so that you can attend if your schedule 
permits.  FYI, our next meeting is at 7 PM on Wednesday January 19, 
2011 at Temple Emanu-El. 
 
In addition, we appreciate receiving any job postings that you may hear 
about, either in your own company or another firm.  Please forward 
them to me and I will distribute them to the appropriate jobseekers in 
our networking group.  Let's pull together to help our congregants and 
others in the community return to work!  Thanks very much. 
 
- Judy Serkin 

Important!!!  
Nominating Committee Accepting Petitions 

 
The Nominating Committee is now accepting recommendations from congregants for the nomination of candidates 

for officers and members of the Board of Trustees of Temple Emanu-El. In accordance with our constitution, these 

nominations will be accepted 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting which will be held on April 10, 2011 at 9:30 

a.m. Below is the procedure for petitions as outlined in our constitution. 
  
ñUp to 35 days prior to the Annual Meeting, the Nominating Committee shall accept any additional nominations 

from the congregation by petition. All nominations by petition must be separate for each officer and the Board of 

Trustee position. Each petition must be signed by at least 25 members in good standing of the congregation and must 

also be signed by the person for whom the petition has been submitted. No more than one petition can be submitted 

for any one member.ò 
  
Petitions should be sent to the temple office in care of Norman Zoller, Nominating Committee Chair, or e-mailed 

directly to noahzo@aol.com. 

mailto:bbrown@temple-emanuel.net
mailto:jserkin@temple-emanuel.net
mailto:noahzo@aol.com


Katz Family Education Day 

The Diamond Family Religious School 

Gloria Lapin leads a group in discussion 

Rabbi Scott Colbert with Lee and Arlene Katz 

Michael Kabat learns alongside his daughter Rachel 

Dr. Barbara Rosenblitt teaches about 
the history of Jewish thought 

November 7th was indeed a monumental day of Jewish learning at Tem-
ple Emanu-El. We honored the completion of the Steinsaltz Edition of 
the Talmud by participating in our own learning as a temple community. 
We began with our rabbisô humorous introduction to the complexities of 
Jewish thought and decision-making, followed by an informative talk 
delivered by Dr. Barbara Rosenblit of the Weber School. In smaller 
groups of congregants, staff and clergy, we tackled a Talmudic verse 
and were amazed by the range of interpretations offered by both adults 
and children. Groups were then given the opportunity to create their own 
page of Talmud. Bringing the process of rabbinic discussion to modern-
day issues, groups examined topics such as dress codes for students 
and how social networking empowers people. A special thank you to 
Gloria Lapin for the many hours she spent planning this day, and to Ar-
lene and Lee Katz for their generosity which makes our annual Katz 
Family Education Day possible. 

Rabbi Julie Schwartz appears from a page of Talmud 

Children partake in a related craft activity 
by making crowns for others 

Cantor Benjamin Adler and his group make their  
presentation 

One groupôs final product 

Rachael Persky and Jacob Bedsole work together 

It is hard to believe that the school year is now half over and we 
can begin thinking of spring holidays like Purim and Passover. It 
is also time to be making plans for summer camp for your  
children. On a Shabbat Eve a couple of months ago, Rabbi 
Schwartz gave an impassioned sermon on the need for every 
Jewish child to attend a Jewish Summer Camp. 
 
When the Reform Movement began their summer camps, I was 
one of those campers who slept in a tent city in Saratoga,  
California at what later became known as Camp Swig. I met kids 
from all over the country, but most of them came from California. I 
remember listening to incredible stories told by various rabbis 
from around the country. I also remember listening to new music 
led by several different cantors and song-leaders. I had never 
heard Jewish music on a guitar before. 
 
Most importantly, the friendships I made at ñCamp Saratogaò 
have endured for decades. I still see some of these ñkidsò at  
various national events in the Reform Movement because they 

are the people who connected to their Jewish roots at camp. 
When we see each other, we reminisce about the pranks we 
pulled on the camp faculty. We talk about what inspired us to be-
come committed Jews. We marvel at the fact that many of us en-
tered professional Jewish life. 
 
We are fortunate to live in a vibrant Jewish community in Atlanta. 
We have our own Reform Movement summer camp just an hour 
away. Camp Coleman is the Southeastern regional camp where 
our children can make lifetime friendships and become inspired to 
be proud Reform Jews as they grow and mature. 
 
Our Religious School is an exciting place to learn about Judaism. 
Camp Coleman and other Reform Jewish camps are phenomenal 
places where children can live their Judaism. Give your child the 
gift of a Jewish summer camp experience this year. 
 
 - Rabbi Scott Colbert 




