
  

 

THE KESHER NEWSLETTER  

Temple Emanu -El of Greater Atlantaôs Quarterly Publication 
July 2011  

Please welcome Rabbi Prass as he leads us in 
worship at his first official service at our temple  

Friday evening, July 8 th . 
We look forward to seeing you there!  
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Temple Emanu -El Staff Listing  
 

1580 Spalding Drive, Atlanta, GA 30350 
Phone:  770-395-1340   

Fax:  770-395-1343 
 

Diamond Family Religious School:  770-352-9190 
Schiff Preschool:  770-352-9303 

 

Senior Rabbi, Joseph W. Prass  
jprass@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 216 

 

Cantor, Benjamin B. Adler  
badler@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 211 

 

Educator, Rabbi Scott E. Colbert  
scolbert@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 205 
 

Rabbi Emeritus, Stanley M. Davids  
ravdavids@davidsfamily.net 

 

Director of Youth/Teen Programs, Rabbi Lauren S. Cohn  
lcohn@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 203 
 

Schiff Preschool Director, Andi Miller  
amiller@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 214 

 

Executive Director, Beverly Brown  
bbrown@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 255 
 

Membership, Judith Serkin  
jserkin@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 207 
 

Controller, Sally Caplan  
scaplan@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 206 
 

Kesher Editor / Shabbat Dinners, Suzanne Hurwitz  
shurwitz@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 208 

President  
 Norman S. Cohen 
 

1st Vice President  
 Jeffrey Marcus 
 

Vice-Presidents   
 Stephanie Frostbaum 
 Steven Howard 
 Mary-Ellen Macksoud  
 Chuck Pollack 
 Ben Stone 
 

Treasurer   
 Bill Kellert 
 

Financial Secretary 
 Ray Risner 
 

Recording Secretary  
 Dara Amram 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trustees 
 Shari Bayer 
 Jonathan Blank 
 Leonard Goodelman 
 Todd Gordon 
 Jackie Granath 
 Rochelle Kallish 
 Jon Kleinberg 
 Deborah Perlstein 
 Marlene Seidel 
 Stacy Sullivan 
 Robin Zusmann 
 

Former Presidents 
 Mark Young 
 Stephen L. Zisser 
 Arthur E. Katz 
 George M. Fox 
 Sandra Z. Ferko 
 Steven E. Marcus 
 Harold E. Kirtz 
 Stewart I. Aaron 
 Cary Rosenthal 
 Scott Walsey 
 Stephen E. Lewis 
 Ann Van Prooyen 
 Lynn Newport 
 Jane Schiff 
 Norman E. Zoller 
 

Schiff Preschool Parentsô Group 
 Dara Arouh 
 Laura Beth Summerfield 
 

Sisterhood President 
 Dara Amram 
 

Brotherhood Co-Presidents  
 Jared Amram 
 Hal Fine 
 
Youth Group President 
 Abby Flaxer 
   
   
 
    
     
 
 
 

Temple Emanu -El Board of Trustees  

 

FRIDAY JULY 1 
   Shabbat Service    6:30pm 
SATURDAY July 2 
   Chevra Torah    9:00am 
   Casual Shabbat Service in Chapel  10:00am 
 

FRIDAY JULY 8 
   Shabbat Service    6:30pm 
SATURDAY JULY 9 
   Chevrah Torah       9:00am 
   Casual Shabbat Service in Chapel 10:00am 
 

FRIDAY JULY 15 
   Shabbat Service    6:30pm 
SATURDAY JULY 16 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Casual Shabbat Service in Chapel  10:00am 
    
FRIDAY JULY 22 
    Shabbat Service   6:30pm 
SATURDAY JULY 23 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Casual Shabbat Service in Chapel  10:00am  
 

URJ SHABBAT WEEKEND: 
FRIDAY JULY 29 
   Shabbat Service  at Temple Sinai  6:30pm 
SATURDAY JULY 30   
   Chevrah Torah at Temple Kehillat Chaim  9:00am 
   Shabbat Service at Temple Kehillat Chaim  10:30am 

JULY WORSHIP SERVICES  

Please join us for a 6:00pm 
ñGreet and Mingleò 

in the lobby on July 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd. 
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From the desk ofé 
Beverly Brown, Executive Director 
bbrown@temple-emanuel.net 
 
Dear Congregants:  
 
We have enjoyed a very busy year at 
Temple Emanu-El and there is more 
to come and to look forward to. 

Thank you to everyone who has been sending their 
family photos in for Rabbi Prass. I have been passing 
them on to him weekly and he is very appreciative and 
looking forward to meeting each and every one of you in 
person. For those who havenôt sent photos, please try 
to do so soon so he can familiarize himself with our con-
gregation before his arrival. 
 
The winter months are behind us and so many volun-
teers have helped in so many ways so Iôd like to thank 
you. Sisterhood has provided a wonderful support for so 
many of our programs. Sheila Biales has made sure 
that we have office volunteers. Our fundraiser was suc-
cessful due to numerous volunteers. I hope that in the 
coming year you will all continue to have the same en-
thusiasm. 
 
Speaking of the next coming year, we are planning 
on sending our dues statements in July via e-mail, as 
this will help cut down on our mailings and monies 
spent. Please let us know if we do not have your correct 
e-mail and if you would prefer to receive a paper copy 
of your invoice. 
 
There are many dates ahead of us that you should mark 
on your calendar now so that you will not make alter-
nate plans. We will be sharing the hosting of the URJ 
Shabbat weekend. Please meet us at Temple Sinai on 
Friday, July 29th for Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by dinner. Saturday morning services will be held 
at Temple Kehillat Chaim. Please see the flyer on the 
front page. 
 
During the summer months we are offering a ñnoshò at 
6:00 p.m. followed by Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m. On 
Friday August 26th, we will have a Blue Jean Shabbat 
with services at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner at 7:30 
p.m. Tell your friends, unaffiliated and affiliated, that this 
is open to the community and that we would love to 
have them join us. On Sunday, August 28th we will be 
hosting a picnic and fun time at Davis Academy for 
young families and congregants of every age. 
 
Throughout the summer we will hold prospective mem-
ber services and events as well as welcome events for 
Rabbi Prass.  
 

 
Rabbi Joseph Prass will be installed on  

Friday evening, September 16th.  
Please mark your  
calendars today!  

 
 
Best wishes to everyone for a very happy and safe 
summer. 

From the desk ofé 
Judith Serkin, Membership and Programs 
Administrator 
jserkin@temple-emanuel.net 
 
Dear Congregants:  
 
Come be a part of our temple this summer!  
July  is a great month to be here to enjoy cas-

ual Shabbat services. Host/Membership Committee members 
and Board members will be on hand to welcome current and 
prospective members, so please invite and encourage your non-
member friends and neighbors to attend a service with you. July 
15th, in particular, will be a special ñMembership Shabbatò with 
our temple lay leadership ready to meet and greet you and any 
guests.  If you have any friends/neighbors/acquaintances that 
you would like me to contact about temple membership, please 
let me know.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Emanu -Elõs Annual 

òWELCOME BACK BARBECUEó for all Members  

and Prospective Members  

sponsored by Brotherhood and our Congregation  

Sunday, August 14
th

, 4-6 PM  

Brotherhood will once again be grilling your favorites 

and a fun time will be had by all!   

Look for all details in weekly òKesher Quicksó 

and e -flyers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òBlue Jean Shabbató for all Members  

and Prospective Members  

Friday, August 26
th

 

6:30 PM:  Service  

7:30 PM:  Community Dinner  

Details to follow.  
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Did you knowé..? 
   We have a new ñMitzvah Driversò Program      

 
 

Some of our congregants have difficulty getting to temple for Shabbat services or for other synagogue events. Our member, Izzy  
Israeli, has volunteered to match up congregants who need  rides to temple with other congregants (ñMitzvah Driversò) who have  

volunteered to provide  rides. 
 

Would you like to be a Mitzvah Driver?  This would be a ñonce-in-a whileò commitment, and Izzy would match you up with a  
congregant who lives in your general vicinity. Help give a fellow congregant the chance to come and enjoy Shabbat worship (or an 

education class) with us!   
 

To volunteer to be a Mitzvah Driver, please send the following information to Judy Serkin (jserkin@temple-emanuel.net): 
Name, phone number, e-mail address, city (or area of Atlanta), and what temple events or services you often (or sometimes) attend. 

Judy will forward your information to Izzy, and he will contact you when there is a need for a driver in your area.  
 

If you are a member who needs  a ride to Temple Emanu-El, please contact Izzy directly at izzyisraeli@earthlink.net or 770-751-9555.  

CARING COMMITTEE  

A GREAT WAY TO SHOW YOU CARE  

 
Please consider joining the Caring Committee. It is a 

wonderful way to connect with our congregants in 

their time of need or celebration. We are especially in 

need of substitute callers. Our other committees are 

Food Deliverers, Visitors (Bikkur Cholim), and 

House Guarders. Please call Ann Fine at 

770-457-2786 or Gerri Penn at 770-457-2474 for 

information and to volunteer. 

Get Involved!  

Are you a spiritual, loving, and kind person? 
 

)Æ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÉÓ ȰÙÅÓȱ ÔÈÅÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ Temple Emanu
-%ÌȭÓ #ÈÅÖÒÁ +ÁÄÉÓÈÁȢ 4ÈÅ #ÈÅÖÒÁ +ÁÄÉÓÈÁ ɉȰÓÁÃÒÅÄ ÇÒÏÕÐȱɊ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÏÆ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ 
in one of the most beautiful Jewish lifecycle events.  We are a dedicated group of 
individuals from all backgrounds that perform the mitzvah of Tahara -- the ritual 
cleansing and dressing of the deceased in preparation for burial.  No experience is 
needed, just the desire to help others.  We are called upon only a couple of times 
per year and the ritual itself takes about one hour.  We are in desperate need of 
some volunteers, especially men, who can help with this ultimate Mitzvah.  Please 
check out www.jewish-funerals.org to read about the history of this mitzvah and 
the actual ceremony.  Please call Cindy Hirsch (770-399-0956), Chairperson of the 
Chevra Kadisha, if you are interested.  We promise that once you learn about this 
Jewish tradition, you will want to become part of the group or help in some way, 
even if it is just to make phone calls.  Thank you. 

Temple Emanu-El is excited to an-
nounce our participation in the ñCreate 
a Jewish Legacy Programò. Create a 
Jewish Legacy (CJL) is an initiative of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater   
Atlanta to build a strong, vibrant     
community, now and in the future with 
bequests for permanent endowments. 
This community public awareness  
program is designed to help individuals 
and families support the Jewish causes 
they care about. It promotes the     
message that all of us, regardless of 
age, wealth, or affiliation, have the 
ability to make a difference for future 

generations. 

For more information, contact us at 
yourjewishlegacy@temple-emanuel.net 

or visit the CJL website, 

www.atlantajewishlegacy.org.  

mailto:izzyisraeli@earthlink.net
http://www.jewish-funerals.org
mailto:yourjewishlegacy@temple-emanuel.net
http://www.atlantajewishlegacy.org
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NEED GROCERIES ? 
 

Help Temple Emanu-El at the same time! 
 

USE BENEFIT BUCKS TO BUY YOUR GROCERIES 
 

Each time you shop using Benefit Bucks, you make a 
donation to your temple without spending an extra 

dime! 
 

You buy the cards at face value, and Kroger and Pub-
lix make a donation to Temple Emanu-El. Our  

Temple receives 3% from Publix and 5% from Kroger! 
 

Contact Janet Stein at JLMStein@aol.com or 
404-634-5992 or stop by 

the office at TE and fill out 
a Benefit Bucks order form. 

 
Tell us which store(s) you 

shop at and how much you 
want to buy for each store. 
We will bill your account 
and mail you the cards. 

 
And rememberé Benefit 
Bucks make GREAT gifts! 

    PLAN AHEAD!  
 

Adult Education Series taught by Rabbi Prass 

ñHigh Holy Days Preparationò 
 

Wednesdays: 

August 24th 

August 31st 

and 

September 7th 

7:00 PM 

Details to follow 

Temple Emanu -El Chavurah Program  
 

Explore this wonderful way to make new friends, 
meet other congregants, and become more active 

in Temple Emanu -El!  
 

Our Temple Emanu-El ñchavurotò (plural for 
ñchavurahò) are smaller congregant groups within the 
larger temple community, generally comprised of mem-
bers with similar demographics ï young cou-
ples,singles, families with young children, ñempty-
nesters,ò etc. While each chavurah defines its own fo-
cus and plans its own programming, most groups par-
ticipate in a variety of activities, including social and 
educational get-togethers, holiday/Shabbat celebra-
tions, and social action initiatives.   New chavurot are 
opened on an ongoing basis as soon as we have 
enough participants, so please let us know if you are 
interested! To learn more, please contact Judy Serkin 
in the temple office at 770-395-1340, ext. 207 or 
jserkin@temple-emanuel.net.   

SUMMER MOVIE NIGHTS 
at Temple Emanu-El 

 

 
 
 
 

with Host Izzy Israeli 
Please mark your calendars for the following  

Summer Movie Nights: 
Wednesday, July 20th 

& 
Wednesday, August 17th  

Look for more information in upcoming weekly 
y,DRGDQ 2THBJRqx 

2011 -2012 College òConnectionó 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donôt let your college students lose touch with 
Temple Emanu -El and the community while they are 

away at school!  
 

If you have children attending college or graduate 
school this fall, please send their name, e-mail address, 
phone number, and FULL snail-mail school address to 

College Connection chairs, Susan Wittenstein 
(parentspal@mindspring.com) and Kyle Watzman 

(watzmank@gmail.com). 
 

Temple Emanu-El will send your students a few  
surprises throughout the year to remind them of the 
Jewish holidays and their Temple Emanu-El family.     

mailto:jserkin@temple-emanuel.net
mailto:parentspal@mindspring.com
mailto:watzmank@gmail.com
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This sums it up!  
 

Delicious Hershey Kiss cake made by 
congregant Katherine Hankin for Rabbi Julie Schwartz. 

If you would like to contact Rabbi Schwartz, her new email 
address is jschwartz@huc.edu. 

IMPORTANT LETTER REGARDING STOCK TRANSFERS  

Double-dip Tax Savings when Giving to Temple Emanu-El 

 

            Are you receiving a double tax break when you pay your Temple dues?  By gifting appreciated stock or mu-

tual funds instead of cash, you could save over $1,000 additionally in taxes on a $5,000 donation!  The benefits of 

appreciated stock gifts are two-fold: receive a charitable deduction and avoid capital gain tax treatment on the ap-

preciation of the gifted shares.  Not only can you gift your dues in this manner but major legacy gifts as well.  This 

gifting approach often allows more ñbangò for your charitable buck than gifting cash alone.  In addition, this type of 

arrangement is easy to make and quickly processed via a simple electronic transfer. 

            First, gifts of appreciated securities are eligible for an itemized charitable deduction on your tax return ï the 

same as a cash donation.  Instead of deriving the amount of the charitable deduction from the amount of cash given, 

the charitable deduction is calculated based on the fair market value of the number of shares given on the date of the 

gift.    

            Second, the gift of appreciated stock allows you to escape recognizing capital gain treatment of the 

shares.  If you have $5,000 worth of stock shares with zero basis that have a holding period of longer than one year, 

selling these shares could create a federal tax liability of 15% as well as a Georgia state tax liability of 6%.  By gift-

ing these shares instead of selling them, capital gains tax can be avoided altogether. 

            Before you get everything ready to transfer, make sure you take the following items into account.  First, the 

appreciated stock you choose should be held for more than one year.  Otherwise, your charitable deduction would be 

limited to the stockôs cost basis.  Also, be sure the stock will otherwise sell at a gain.  There is no capital gains tax 

due on stocks that sell at a loss, and therefore no tax savings when gifting depreciated shares.  

            Temple Emanu-El currently has an account at Charles Schwab ready to accept transfers of stock.  Once your 

gift arrives in the account, it is immediately sold and the proceeds of the sale will be allocated to you as a charitable 

contribution.  Talk to your financial planner or CPA whether this gifting strategy is appropriate for you.  For further 

assistance with a gift of appreciated stock, please contact Temple Emanu-Elôs Controller Sally Caplan at 

scaplan@temple-emanuel.net or Emily Sanders of Sanders Financial Management at 

esanders@sandersfinancial.com.  

Close -By Home Hospitality Needed  
Our Bat Mitzvah family celebrating its simcha 

on the weekend of August 12-14 has  
relatives coming into town who are shomer 

shabbos. They will need to stay the weekend 

at a home within walking distance of the  
temple. If you can provide home hospitality 

for these congregantsô relatives, please let 
Beverly Brown know at bbrown@temple-

 
If you would like to sing in 
the Choir during our High 
Holy Day services, please 
contact Cantor Benjamin 

Adler at 770.395.1340 or at 
badler@temple-emanuel.net. 

mailto:scaplan@temple-emanuel.net
mailto:esanders@sandersfinancial.com
mailto:bbrown@temple-emanuel.net


7 

Dear Temple Emanu - El Sisterhood,  

 

Thank you for spicing up our lives! 

Clergy and Staff Appreciation Week 

was such a treat. We thoroughly  

enjoyed our delicious lunch as  

well as the many goodies you  

showered us with.  

We so appreciate all  

you do!  

 

In gratitude,  

The Temple Emanu - El  

Clergy and Staff.  

Attention  

Religious School Parents! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All religious school information and 

registration forms can be found on our 

website at www.templeemanuelatlanta.org. 

Please download, complete, and return the 

forms, with your deposit, to the temple as 

soon as possible. 

 

Sunday School starts on Sunday, September 

11th and Hebrew School starts on Wednes-

day, September 14th. If you have any ques-

tions, please email Rabbi Colbert 

(scolbert@temple-emanuel.net) 

or Rabbi Cohn (lcohn@temple-emanuel.net).  

 

 

Aid for Recent  
Tornado Victims  

The URJ  is accepting 
donations for tornado relief 
efforts in the Southeast and 
Missouri. To read more and/or 
to make a donation online 
visithttp://urj.org/socialaction/
issues/relief/. Checks can be 
sent to the Union for Reform 
Judaism (Attn: Tornado  
Relief), 633 Third Ave., New 
York, NY 10017. Other than 
direct expenses (such as 
credit card fees), the URJ 
takes no administra-
tive overhead from relief 
funds. 

mailto:scolbert@temple-emanuel.net
mailto:lcohn@temple-emanuel.net
http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/relief/
http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/relief/
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To Sandye and Michael Geller on the birth of twin granddaugh-
ters, Peri Madison Rubin and Wynn Beatrice Rubin, on April 6, 
2011.  Proud parents are Lauren and Peter Rubin. 
 
To Michele Fox who has been honored by the Blonder Family 
Department for Developmental Disabilities, MJCCA. Michele was 
born in Baltimore, Maryland and came to Atlanta to attend Emory 
University, and never left. Michele has been involved in various 
organizations in the community over the past thirty-some years 
ð many at the MJCCA, but her involvement with the Blonder 
Department for Developmental Disabilities has won her heart. To 
love volunteering with this special group AND to get honored is 
an amazing experience! 
  
To Bess Serbin and Steve Mikulenka on their marriage on April 
9, 2011. 
 
To Samantha and Mark Susca on the birth of their daughter, 
Reagan Elizabeth Susca, on April 18, 2011.  Proud grandparents 
are Mimi and Joseph Senn. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Dr. Barry and Barbara Klein on the birth of their grandson, 
Jordan Benjamin Klein on April 25, 2011.  Proud parents are 
Samantha and Josh Klein. 
 
To Sandy Ferko on the engagement of her son, Brant Ferko to 
Jessica Sibio. 
 
To Marsha and Herb Mendel on the birth of their grandson, 
Grant Spencer Golivesky on May 18, 2011.  Proud parents are 
Shellie and Alan Golivesky. 
 
To Cantor Benjamin Adler on the marriage of his son, Adam 
Adler to Joanie Twersky on May 22, 2011, at Camp Ramah 
Darom in North Georgia. 
 
To Our Bônai Mitzvah: 
 
May 14, 2011, Erika Lupuloff:  
Erika Maddi (Shoshana) is the daughter of Jan & Aaron Lupuloff. 
She has 2 sisters: Dana 22, and Jami, 19 and a brother, Jason, 
19. Erika is the granddaughter of Arnold Dorfman and the late 
Joan Dorfman of Atlanta and Joan and Max Lupuloff of Houston, 
TX. Erika currently attends Pinckneyville Middle School in their 
IB program and has been a straight-A student since kindergar-
ten. She loves to play competitive travel soccer. Erika is dedicat-
ing her bat mitzvah to her Gramma Joan Dorfman. For her mitz-
vah project, Erika held a collection drive for arts and crafts sup-
plies and visited with the kids at the Genesis Shelter, a shelter 
for homeless families. They made Valentines cards to bring to 
their parents and siblings, and she visited with them again to 
make Mothersô Day cards. All unused arts and crafts supplies 
collected will be donated to JF&CS for their elder adult pro-
grams. Erika and her Bat Mitzvah partner also collected chil-
drenôs books to donate to the Atlanta Jewish Coalition for Liter-
acy. 
 
June 18, 2011, Cassandra Hankin:  
Cassandra Michelle (Eliana) is the 
daughter of Jeff and Katherine 
Hankin and sister to Jessica, 11 and 
Kobe, 9.  A native Californian, Cas-
sandra has lived in Alpharetta since 
she was two. She enjoys Science 
and Social Studies at Creekland  
Middle School and has attended the 
Diamond Family Religious School 
since 2001.  Active on the Creekview 
Track & Field Team, Cassandra also 
enjoys Tae Kwon Do, where she is a 
First Degree Black Belt.  Her huge 
heart and affinity for animals led 
Cassandra to her Mitzvah pro-
ject.  She has been volunteering her time with pet adoptions 
along with various fundraising activities to benefit a no-kill animal 
shelter.  Her bimah baskets will also be filled with food and toys 
to be donated to an animal shelter.  
 
 

Got a simcha to share? 
Email Rochelle Rubin 

at rrubin@temple-emanuel.net 
or call 770.395.1340, ext.201. 


