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There is a lot 
happening 
around Temple! 
  

It is hard to  
believe how fast 
the Jewish year 
has gone by! 
The days are 
already  
getting longer 
and we are 
looking at 
Spring around 
the corner. 
  

Here at Temple 
Emanu-El, things could not be more  
busier and I hope you will make time to 
stop by for one of our many exciting   
upcoming events.    
  

By now I am sure you have heard that at 
the beginning of February, on Friday the 
3

rd
, we are bringing a very successful 

and innovative program to our  
synagogue: Synaplex. Just as families  
go to the multi-plex theaters to choose 
among a variety of movies, so too will 
you be able to come in and choose from 
different options at TE. We will begin the 
evening with two different youth-friendly 
services at 6:15 p.m. If your children or 
grandchildren are in elementary school 
and are reading, we have a service 
suited for them. For young ones who are 
not yet reading, we will have another 
exciting and participatory age-
appropriate service. We hope that     
everyone will join us for a Shabbat     
dinner at 7p.m. At 8 p.m. we will offer 
both our traditional service and a       
discussion for those who wish. Of 
course, the evening will conclude with a 
friendly Oneg Shabbat.  
  

Later in February, it is a joy to welcome 
our Katz Family Artist-in-Residence, 
Sheldon Low. Sheldon is an amazing, 
talented musician who is quickly        
becoming one of the top Jewish folk  
musicians in the country. From his 
deeply spiritual understanding of prayer 
to the uplifting and rousing songs he  
records, this is an artist who will touch 
our souls. 
 

In the area of adult education, we  
continue to add new classes to reach out 
to everyone, on everything from Bible to 
history to music. We can always learn 

more about our tradition and enrich our 
lives as we study. 
 

On February 19, we will have the       
opportunity to put our faith into action as 
all Reform congregations join together 
for an Atlanta-wide day of social action 
on. Since our prophets of ancient times, 
Jews have always sought to repair the 
injustices in our world. I look forward to 
you joining with other members of area 
synagogues as we engage in Tikkun 
Olam (repairing the world) together.  
 

These are just a few examples of the 
exciting and engaging activities going on 
at Temple. I hope that you will look 
through this issue of the Kesher or go to 
the website to find out more. Please be 
sure you are on our email list and linked 
to our Facebook page so we can send 
you information as soon as it becomes 
available on all these great programs!  

 
 

From Our Rabbi  

Joseph W. Prass  

Save the Date!  
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URJ Community -Wide Mitzvah Day  
 

Sunday February 19, 2012  
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

 
MITZVAH DAY SCHEDULE: 
9:15-9:30am: Arrive at The Temple for nametags, 
t-shirts, and brunch  
10:00-11:00am: Study in volunteer tracks with  
assigned rabbi 
11:00am-1:00pm: Depart The Temple for  
assigned volunteer site 
 
Volunteer Options include:  
JF&CS Older Adults Aviv Division; Upper Chatta-
hoochee River ; MedShare; The Atlanta Mission; 
The Atlanta Day Shelter for Women and Children; 
The Gateway Center; The Atlanta Community 
Food Bank 
 
Register online at: https://templesinai.wufoo.com/
forms/urj-mitzvah-day-sunday-february-19-2012/. 
All family members are encouraged to participate! 
 

Join your Temple Emanu -El community 
and the URJ community for a fantastic day 

of giving back!  
 
 
 

You  

Do  

Not  

Want  

To  

Miss  

These  

Great  

Events!  
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To:  
     
Shaaron and Franklin Trell on the birth of twin 
grandchildren, Addison Macie and Emerson Henry 
Schlesinger on October 12, 2011.  Proud parents 
are Heather and Todd Schlesinger. 
 

Alice and Brian Wertheim on the engagement of 
their son, Brian Wertheim, of Tel Aviv, to Yaara 
Taasan. 
 

Penny and Jeff Priluck on the engagement of their 
daughter, Shayna to Jesse Bergman. 
   
Haley and Ben Alexander on the birth of their 
daughter, Hannah, on August 2, 2011. 
 

Jason Liess on becoming an Eagle Scout, the high-
est rank attainable in the Boy Scouting program of 
the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). Our Rabbi Lau-
ren Cohn provided the invocation at the Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor for Boy Scout Troop 477 on 
November 29, 2011. Jason is the son of Elizabeth 
and Michael Liess and the brother of Sarah Liess. 
 

To our Bônai Mitzvah: 
 

January 28, 2012: Melissa Rose (Batya) Mesnick is 
the daughter of 
Gary and Ellen 
Mesnick. She is the 
sister of David Mes-
nick, 37, and Aimee 
Mesnick Tran, 34. 
Melissa was born in 
Atlanta and has 
been at Temple 
Emanu El since 
third grade. Melissa 
is currently attend-
ing Dickerson Mid-

dle School where her favorite subjects are social 
studies and language arts. Melissaôs Mitzvah Pro-
ject was to design and sell handmade jewelry to 
benefit the Amy Peterson Mesnick Foundation. 
Melissa enjoys making jewelry, baking, playing 
softball and cuddling with her three cats: G-Monster 
(age 17), Mordechai (age 14), and Sally (age 5 
months.) 
 

January 28, 2012: Rachel Kabat 
 

February 4, 2012: Alena (Elona Esther) Aron is the 
daughter of Ben and 
Leslie Aron, has an 
older sister, Rachel, 
16. Born in Atlanta, 
Alena lives in Alpha-
retta and attends 
Haynes Bridge Middle 
School. Her favorite 
subjects are math and 
social studies, and she 
is an excellent student.  
Alena attends the Dia-
mond Family religious 

school and has done so since kindergarten. Alena 
is a serious ballet student, and is a member of the 
pre-professional dance company, Atlanta Dance 
Theatre. She spends every afternoon and weekend 
honing her dance skills in the classroom and in 
rehearsals. The company performs twice a year in 
Roswell  and provides exposure to the arts for the 

underserved North Fulton community. Alena hopes 
to someday become a professional dancer. 
 

February 11 2012: Adam Berdo 
 

February 11, 2012: Aaron Kessler 
 

February 18, 2012: Emily Elizabeth (Chaya Aliza) 
Nadel is the daughter of Tracy and Glen Nadel. She 
has a sister, Frannie Rose, 16. Emily was born in 
Atlanta and has lived here her whole life. She at-
tends The Davis Academy where her favorite sub-
jects are science, art, and PE. Emily enjoys playing 
soccer and basketball, art, and her dog Willie. For 
her mitzvah project, Emily collected canned foods, 
collected dental products and made cards for JFCS, 
and helped with Amyôs Holiday Party. 
 

February 25, 2012: Joseph Davis 
 

March 3, 2012: Halle Busby 
 

March 17, 2012: Amanda (Yosepha) Kraun is the 
daughter of Scott and 
Sharon Kraun. She has a 
sister, Lindsay, 17. 
Amanda lives in Sandy 
Springs and attends The 
Davis Academy where 
she is active within the 
drama department.  
Amanda has participated 
in the schoolôs annual 
theatre performance 
since third grade, and will 
be performing as Monsier 
Dô Arque when the cur-

tain rises on the school production of ñBeauty and 
the Beastò on Sunday, March 18 (the day after 
Amandaôs Bat Mitzvah). For her Mitzvah project, 
Amanda has supported Walk Now For Autism, rais-
ing more than $400 for the organization. With a love 
for her pet dog, Spike, Amanda also plans to raise 
money to support the Humane Society. Amanda is 
the granddaughter of Helen Kraun and the late 
Herman Kraun of Roswell and Gerri Levine and the 
late Dan Levine of Boca Raton, FL.  
 

March 24, 2012: Rachel Sarah (Rachel Sima) Moss 
is the daughter of Beth 
Moss and Gary Moss. 
Rachel's sister Saman-
tha Moss is 10 years 
old. Rachel is an At-
lanta native from Du-
luth/Peachtree Cor-
ners. She began at-
tending Sunday School 
at Temple Emanu El in 
first grade. Rachel is a 
seventh grader at 
Peachtree Charter 
Middle School. Her 
favorite subject is So-

cial Studies. In her free time, Rachel loves to read, 
to watch Samantha play softball, to play softball, 
and to cheer on her favorite sport teams. 
 

March 31, 2012: Andrew Freedman is the son of 
Robin Freedman and 
Barry Freedman.  He has 
an older brother, Ben who 
is 17. Andrew was born in 
Florida and lived there for 
10 years before moving to 
Atlanta in 2009. Andrew is 
in the 7th grade at Sandy 
Springs Middle School 
where he is in all ad-
vanced classes. Andrew 
attends Religious School 
at Temple Emanu-El. He 
enjoys baseball, basket-

ball, football, hockey and just about any sport. His 
favorite teams are the Boston teams - Red Sox, 
Celtics, Patriots & Bruins!  Andrew is looking for-
ward to spending his special day with family and 
friends.   
 

March 31, 2012: Olivia Lesnick 
 

April 21, 2012: Adam (Samson) Tucker's Hebrew 
name is actually an old 
family name. He will be-
come a bar mitzvah on April 
21, 2012. He is the son of 
Kathy Floyd and Todd 
Tucker and has lived in 
Roswell for his entire life. 
He has attended religious 
school at Temple Emanu-El 
since 2007. Adam is cur-
rently in seventh grade at 
Holcomb Bridge Middle 
School and social studies is 
his favorite subject. He 

loves sports and plays soccer and football.  
 

April 28, 2012: Laurel Nicole (Chaya) Mitelman is 
the daughter of proud par-
ents Cami and Robert 
Mitelman. She has two 
younger sisters, Lainey,  
age 10, and Allie, age 8. 
Laurel was born and lived 
in Texas until moving to 
Dunwoody when she was 7 
and in the second grade. 
She has a passion for mu-
sic and plays the piano, 
flute and trombone, partici-
pating in the Peachtree 
Middle School Jazz Band. 

She earned her black belt in Karate when she was 
10. Currently, she loves diving with the Atlanta 
Diving Association and has been a member of Girl 
Scouts since she was 8. Other hobbies and inter-
ests include dancing, biking, reading, tumbling and 
swimming.  
 

April 28, 2012: Julian (Yôhudah) Smith is the son of 
Mary-Ellen Macksoud and 
David Smith. Julian was 
born on April 7, 1999 in 
New York, NY. He moved 
to Atlanta when he was four 
months old, but still main-
tains his allegiance to his 
hometown sports teams, 
the New York Yankees, 
Giants and Jets. Julian is a 
seventh grader at the West-
minster Schools, where he 
debates and plays tennis. 
He lives in Dunwoody with 

his mom, dad and older brother Aaron, age 16. 
During the past two summers, Julian has attended 
the URJ sports camp, Six Points Academy, in 
Greensboro, N.C. Julianôs favorite pastimes are 
playing tennis and basketball, and playing video 
games with friends.  
 
 
 

 Got a simcha to share? 
Contact Rochelle Rubin 

at rrubin@temple-emanuel.net 
or call 770.395.1340, ext.201. 
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Temple Emanu -El Staff Listing  
 

1580 Spalding Drive, Atlanta, GA 30350 
Phone:  770-395-1340   

Fax:  770-395-1343 
 

Diamond Family Religious School:  770-352-9190 
Schiff Preschool:  770-352-9303 

 

Senior Rabbi, Joseph W. Prass  
jprass@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 216 

 

Cantor, Benjamin B. Adler  
badler@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 211 

 

Educator, Rabbi Scott E. Colbert  
scolbert@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 205 
 

Rabbi Emeritus, Stanley M. Davids  
ravdavids@gmail.com 

 

Director of Youth/Teen Programs, Rabbi Lauren S. Cohn  
lcohn@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 203 
 

Schiff Preschool Director, Andi Miller  
amiller@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 214 

 

Executive Director, Beverly Brown  
bbrown@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 255 
 

Programs Administrator, Hayley Wasser  
hwasser@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 207 
 

Controller, Sally Caplan  
scaplan@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 206 
 

Kesher Editor / Shabbat Dinners, Suzanne Hurwitz  
shurwitz@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 208 

 

Temple Emanu -El Board of Trustees  
 
President   
 Norman S. Cohen (nscatl@mindspring.com) 
 

1st Vice President   
 Jeffrey Marcus (lemjam@mindspring.com) 
 

Vice-Presidents    
 Stephanie Frostbaum (stephanie.frostbaum@emory.edu) 
 Steven Howard (stevenmhoward@earthlink.net) 
 Mary-Ellen Macksoud (memacksoud@bellsouth.net) 
 Chuck Pollack (chuckpollack@bellsouth.net) 
 Ben Stone (benstone@comcast.net) 
 

Treasurer    
 Bill Kellert (trellek@bellsouth.net) 
 

Financial Secretary  
 Ray Risner (rayr4@comcast.net) 
 

Recording Secretary   
 Dara Amram (amram_jd@bellsouth.net) 
 

Trustees  
 Shari Bayer (sharibayer1@gmail.com) 
 Jonathan Blank (jonblank@gmail.com) 
 Leonard Goodelman (leonard@affordablephoto.com) 
 Todd Gordon (todd@tbgatlanta.com) 
 Jackie Granath (j-granath@comcast.net) 
 Rochelle Kallish (rkallish@bellsouth.net) 
 Deborah Perlstein (debperlstein@yahoo.com) 
 Marlene Seidel (seidelmom@mac.com) 
 Stacy Sullivan (stacycharles@bellsouth.net) 
 Robin Zusmann (robinz@mindspring.com) 
 

Former Presidents  
 Mark Young 
 Stephen L. Zisser 
 Arthur E. Katz 
 George M. Fox 
 Sandra Z. Ferko 
 Steven E. Marcus 
 Harold E. Kirtz 
 Stewart I. Aaron 
 Cary Rosenthal 
 Scott Walsey 
 Stephen E. Lewis 
 Ann Van Prooyen 
 Lynn Newport 
 Jane Schiff 
 Norman E. Zoller 
 

Schiff Preschool Parentsô Group 
 Dara Arouh (dara.arouh@comcast.net) 
 Laura Beth Summerfield (lbsummerfield@yahoo.com) 
 

Sisterhood President  
 Dara Amram (amram_jd@bellsouth.net) 
 

Brotherhood Co -Presidents   
 Jared Amram (amram_jd@bellsouth.net) 
 Hal Fine (thefines@mindspring.com) 
 

Youth Group President  
 Abby Flaxer 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE IS  

LEAPING FORWARD IN THE NEW YEAR!  
 

Want to instill a social consciousness to your kids?  

Looking for some family fun?  

Want to make more friends and do something 

worthwhile at the same time?  

Searching for opportunities to bring value to your 

community and to those less fortunate?  

Seeking a greater purpose sometimes?  

Just want to have some very fulfilling fun?  

» Zaban Night Shelter «  

» Hunger Walk «  

» Mary Hall Freedom House «  

» Habitat for Humanity «  

and More é !!! 
 

If youôve answered ñYesò to any of the questions 

above, have an interest in any of the programs 

listed or would like to initiate a NEW program...  

  

COME AND JOIN US!  
 

Write us! Call us!  
paul.kaplansky@comcast.net ï (404) 641 -9181  

levyruthe1@gmail.com ï (770) 639 -5658  
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The Schiff Preschool at Temple Emanu -El  

Did you know? 
 

Our very own Schiff Preschool is now òBright from the Startó certified by the 

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning. We are able to operate the 

school from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
 

For more information about us, or to register for preschool or camp, contact 

Andi Miller, Director, at amiller@temple -emanuel.net or 770.395.1340, ext. 214.  

Tot Shabbat at Temple Emanu -El 
 

Please join us in the Brill Family Sanctuary (lower level) on the 
following  Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m. as Temple Emanu -El 
hosts a special Shabbat service geared toward preschoolers 

and their families.  
 

February 11, 2012 
February 25, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. (Havdallah  

with guest artist Sheldon Low)  
April 14, 2012  
May 5, 2012 

 

Share the joy of Shabbat! Songs, stories, a 
special craft and brunch make it a fun and enriching morning.  

 

I f you have questions about Tot Shabbat or would like to help  
with this program, please contact Rabbi Lauren Cohn,  

Director of Children/Teen Programs at lcohn@temple -emanuel.net.  

"Like" Temple Emanu -El on Facebook  

Stay connected with Temple Emanu-El on Facebook and help spread the word!  Receive timely updates and announce-
ments through your Facebook account.  Just click the "Like" button on our Page: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Temple-Emanu-El-of-Atlanta/130053413746512.    

THERE ARE NEVER  TOO MANY  

CHEFS IN THIS KITCHEN!  

 

Come Join Our Congregation in  

Serving Very Special Suppers to  

Very Special People  
 

The Zaban Night Shelter  
 

Every month for two nights, we provide & 

serve dinners to some of the nicest and 

neediest couples in the city. And we want to 

help more!!  
 

Want to join in and help these folks?  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=E6MG_AZQriw  
 

We have opportunities available for  

February, March and April!  

Give me a call!  
Paul Kaplansky  
(404) 641 -9181  

paul.kaplansky@comcast.net  

Congregants: Was your child born between  
November 2001 and October 2002?  

 
BAR / BAT MITZVAH DATE MEETING 

 
Mazel Tov to all of you who will be receiving your Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah date. You are invited to attend a date meeting 
on February 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the temple sanctuary.  
 

It is imperative that at least one parent attend this meeting. 
Important information in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Handbook will 
be reviewed in detail and we will try to answer your ques-
tions as well. 
 
Please RSVP to Beverly at bbrown@temple-emanuel.net. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6MG_AZQriw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6MG_AZQriw
mailto:bbrown@temple-emanuel.net
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Did you knowé..? 
   About our òMitzvah Driversò Program      

 
Some of our congregants have difficulty getting to temple for Shabbat 
services or other events. Our member Izzy Israeli matches up congre-
gants who need rides to temple with congregants (ñMitzvah Driversò) 

who volunteer to provide rides. 
 

Would you like to be a Mitzvah Driver?  This would be a ñonce-in-a 
whileò commitment, and Izzy would match you up with a congregant 

who lives near you. Help give a fellow congregant the chance to come 
and enjoy Shabbat or a class with us!   

 

To volunteer as a Mitzvah Driver, please send the following  
information to Hayley Wasser (hwasser@temple-emanuel.net): 

Name, phone number, e-mail address, city (or area of Atlanta), and 
what temple events or services you attend. Hayley will forward your 

information to Izzy, and he will contact you when there is a need for a 
driver in your area.  

 

If you are a member who needs a ride to Temple Emanu-El, please 
contact Izzy at izzyisraeli@earthlink.net or 770-751-9555.  

Adult Education - Winter Classes     
 

For more information or to register, contact Rabbi Colbert at scolbert@temple-emanuel.net or 770.395.1340, ext. 205. 
 
Trop Class with Cantor Benjamin Adler   
Sunday Mornings when Religious School is in session at 9:30 AM 
Explore and experience the study of Cantillation, the skill of chanting Torah.      
   
Sisterhood Women's Study Group  
Wednesdays February 15, March 21, April 18, and May 16 at 12:00 noon 
An open discussion led by our clergy on current topics of the day. All are welcome.  
    
Biblical History with Rabbi Joseph Prass  
Thursdays February 16 and 23, March 1 and 8 from 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
In this class we will look at the stories of Genesis and Exodus in order to see how history supports some of the tales of the 
Bible. We will consider such questions as: Could Abraham have actually travelled to the Holy Land, how is it possible that 
Joseph rose to power in Egypt and what of the Exodus can we believe? By examining verified events in history we will gain 
new understanding of our ancient stories and perhaps find them all the more possible to accept as true. 
  
Anti -Semitism - Anti -Zionism: The Reality with Rabbi Scott Colbert  
Thursdays March 15 and 29, April 19 and 26 from 7:00 - 8:30 PM  
In this class we will investigate the roots of Anti-Semitism and how it has morphed into Anti-Zionism. We will look at the  
history of Anti-Semitism and the necessity for the establishment of a Jewish State so the Jewish people could live without 
the fear of Anti-Jewish behaviors. 
 
Chevra Torah  
Saturday mornings throughout the year at 9:00 AM  
Dress casually for an in-depth study of the weekly Torah portion with our clergy. This requires no pre-knowledge, so all are 
welcome to taste the words of our precious Torah. 

mailto:izzyisraeli@earthlink.net
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Temple Emanu-El is excited to participate in the ñCreate a Jewish Legacy Programò. Create a Jewish Legacy (CJL) is an initiative 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta to build a strong, vibrant community, now and in the future with bequests for permanent 
endowments. This community public awareness  program is designed to help individuals and families support the Jewish causes 
they care about. It promotes the message that all of us, regardless of age, wealth, or affiliation, have the ability to make a difference 
for future generations. For more information, visit www.AtlantaJewishLegacy.org. Thank you. 

I moved to Atlanta in 1994. My children had all graduated from 
High School and therefore meeting new people through the par-
entsô route was not an option. So, after shul shopping and talking 
to a few people I knew, I joined Temple Emanu-El.  
 
Immediately, I was placed into a chavurah. I went to one meeting 
and realized it was not a great fit as the folks were at least 10 
years older than I. So, I was moved to another chavurah. It was a 
perfect fit - like a glove! There were about a dozen families and 
we were all new (except for two Atlantans returning to Atlanta) 
and looking to make friends. We enjoyed monthly activities and 
became a close knit group. Over the years we celebrated holi-
days and all life cycle events together. Inevitably, some members 
of our chavurah moved away, some changed shuls, and some 
moved on to other friends. But by then I had worked on a lot of 
different committees at Temple Emanu-El, was on the board, 
joined a home study group and knew a lot of folks at Temple 
Emanu-El. I had found a spiritual home. 
 
The most dreadful thing that could ever happen happened to me, 
when my youngest son died suddenly in a tragic accident. I was 
overwhelmed with love and support from my Temple Emanu-El 
family ï my chavurah members, committee members, board 
members, clergy, staff and some people I didnôt know but only 
knew by name - were there for me every step of the way. Without 
that support, I canôt imagine how I would have coped.  
 
After that I became even more involved. I knew it was my turn to 
give back to Temple Emanu-El. Serving as President was the 
least I could do to thank the congregation for their support. But, I 

found that what happened was not so much me giving to Temple 
Emanu-El, but once again, me receiving from Temple Emanu-El. 
I was able to study one-on-one with Rabbi Schwartz. I was able 
to connect with many different groups that I would never have 
met and I loved going weekly to services. The relationships I 
have made and spiritual journey that I have been on since 1994 
have helped to form a lot of my current views on community and 
its importance to life and our personal welfare.  
 
So, when it came time for me to re-do my will last year, I decided 
to include a gift to Temple Emanu-El. While I hope that Temple 
Emanu-El will not benefit from it anytime soon, I know that at 
some time I will be making a larger gift than I can on an annual 
basis. This gift will not be at the determent of anything my family 
will receive. It will, however, show to my family that Temple 
Emanu-El was an integral part of my life. It will also help Temple 
Emanu-El maintain its programs for others on their spiritual jour-
ney. It is a win-win-win situation.  
 
I have also included other Jewish organizations in Atlanta, such 
as The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum and the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta. With these three gifts, I am creat-
ing my personal Jewish legacy. My children and grandchildren 
will know what was important to me and through an ethical will 
that is included with my will, I will have explained all this to them.  
 
This is my Jewish legacy. Whatôs yours?  
  
 - Jane Schiff, Temple Emanu-El Congregant 
 

Create a Jewish Legacy  
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From the Diamond Family Religious School  
 

It is hard to believe that our Religious School year is half 
over and we are planning for the Spring holidays. On Sun-
day, February 5

th
, we will observe Tu BôShevat with our 

primary grades and on Wednesday, February 8
th
 with 

grades 3-6 during Hebrew School. We will have special Tu 
BôShevat Seders recognizing the New Year of Trees and 
the importance of ecology and preserving our planet.  
 
On March 4

th
, our Temple Emanu-El family will be observ-

ing the Feast of Purim with a fabulous Purim Spiel during 
Religious School followed by an expanded carnival spon-
sored by our Family and Religious Education Committee 
(FREC) and our Eighth Grade Oneg students. There will 
be activities for all ages. We will be observing the very im-
portant mitzvah of Matanot Lôevyonim-sending gifts to the 
poor, by collecting canned and non-perishable food items 
for the Atlanta Food Bank. For every item of food donated, 

the donor will receive five tickets for games and fun. If you 
liked our welcome back barbeque this summer, you will 
love Purim at Temple Emanu-El. 
 
On March 25

th
 and 28

th
, in anticipation of Passover, we will 

prepare for the Festival with several different new learning 
opportunities. Included will be creative ñpracticeò seders 
which will provide new ways to enhance your home obser-
vances.  
 
As we wind down our year, FREC will host a teacher/
student and parent appreciation breakfast on May 6

th
, the 

last day of Religious School.   Please mark these dates on 
your calendar. We look forward to sharing these special 
days with you and your children 
 
 - Rabbi Scott Colbert & Rabbi Lauren Cohn 

Step Up for Israel: Addressing Anti -Semitism on American College Campuses  
Temple Emanu -El Presents a Program of Empowerment  

Sunday, February 5, 2012, 10:30am -Noon  

 
 

Like an incoming tide, waves of anti-Israel/anti-Semitism activities are sweeping across college and university 
campuses in the United States and beyond. Jewish students and their organizations have been targeted; an 

international boycott of Israel is being promoted; and, the Israeli Ambassador to the US has been shouted down at some of Americaôs most celebrated cam-
puses. 
 

Anti-Israel activities also are occurring on campuses in Georgia. Jewish and/or pro-Israeli students, either in college today, or who soon will matriculate to 
higher education (as well as their parents), need to be informed on these activities and empowered on how to respond to them. 
 

On Sunday, February 5th, 10:30-Noon, Temple Emanu-El presents a compelling program in conjunction with ñStep Up for Israelò to bring you up to date on 
this growing problem and offer you resources for positive response. 
 

Starting with a brief documentary entitled ñCrossing the Line: The Intifada Comes to Campusò, the program will include a panel to put this situation into con-
text and answer your questions: 
 

¶ Professor Timothy Furnishða former Perimeter College professor and expert on the Arab and Islamic cultures. 

¶ Rachel Globusðthe Hillel director at Emory where there is a small but active Palestinian student group. 

¶ Deputy Israeli Consul Sharon Kabaloðbringing us the view from Israel, especially regarding the global efforts (including on campuses) to boycott Is

 rael and its products. 
 

At noon, there will be refreshments and an opportunity for more informal interaction with our panel of experts. This program is free to all attendees. 
 

This program of empowerment is being presented by Temple Emanu-Elôs Adult Education Committee. For more information, please email Eric Seidel at 
eseidel@themediatrainers.com.  
 

Temple Emanu-El is located at 1580 Spalding Drive, Atlanta, GA  30350. Please RSVP to the temple either online http://www.templeemanuelatlanta.org/  , 
or by email to Hayley Wasser at: hwasser@temple-emanuel.net, or by calling the temple at 770-395-1340.  

Diamond Family Religious School 1st Graders enjoy music with Debbie Block 

I wish to thank all the families who took the 
time to send me get well wishes during my 
recent convalescence from back surgery. 
The cards, phone calls and meals were 
greatly appreciated.  
 

Rabbi Scott E. Colbert 

Temple Emanu-El 

Atlanta, GA 
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