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Dear Congregants:  
 

As daylight begins to fade early 
at this time of year and we re-
treat to our warm homes, we 
are also reminded of the 
warmth we gather from commu-
nity during these shortened 
days. 
 

Certainly a centerpiece of these 
days is the celebration of Cha-
nukah which brightens our 
days. Often seen as a chil-
drenôs holiday, the message of 
dedication and freedom is a 

very adult theme that is often cast to the side. 
 

When we look at Chanukah alongside holidays such as 
Passover and Purim we are reminded of the resiliency of the 
Jewish spirit. These joyous days, coupled with so many 
other historical events ranging from the destruction of the 
Temple, the Inquisition, and blood libels, to pogroms and the 
Holocaust, demonstrate the strength of the Jewish people. 
 

On this season of Chanukah I am reminded of the famous 
Touro synagogue of Rhode Island. One of the oldest syna-
gogues in North America, it was dedicated on the first night 
of Chanukah in 1763 (December 2nd of that year). The new 
synagogue chose that symbolic occasion due to the obvious 
historical meaning of Chanukah as literally, ñ(re)dedicationò. 
In the time of the Macabbees it was The Temple in Jerusa-
lem and for the Jewish colonists it was their new house of 
worship. 
 

In 1790, not long after the dedication on Chanukah, the 
newly-elected President of the United States, George Wash-
ington, wrote a now-famous letter to the congregants of 
Touro synagogue which laid out his vision of religious toler-
ance in America.  In it he pledged that the new American 
government would ñgive to bigotry no sanction, to persecu-
tion no assistance.ò 
 

Amidst all the emphasis on materialism today we would do 
well to remember that Chanukah is truly a celebration of 
freedom. Our ancestors were finally free from persecution 
and tyranny, leading to their ability to worship freely in the 
restored and rededicated Temple. 
 

It is my hope that this year we all feel the glow of Chanukah 

as we rejoice in our festival of lights. 

From Our Rabbi  

Joseph W. Prass  

 
Hanukkah begins this year  

on Tuesday evening,  

December 20th.  

Want to learn more about the  

Festival of Lights?  

 

Join Rabbi Prass on November 3rd, 10th, and 

17th for ñUnwrapping Chanukahò. Class will run 

from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Utilizing the Book of  

Maccabbees, Rabbi Prass will unwrap the hidden 

meaning of Chanukah. The first battle for  

religious freedom turns into a holiday where we 

eat latkes and donuts. Learn about the miracle of 

the oil, understand what the Jewish community of 

Judah Maccabbee was like, and what Chanukah 

has to do with Sukkot! 
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Temple Emanu -El Staff Listing  
 

1580 Spalding Drive, Atlanta, GA 30350 
Phone:  770-395-1340   

Fax:  770-395-1343 
 

Diamond Family Religious School:  770-352-9190 
Schiff Preschool:  770-352-9303 

 

Senior Rabbi, Joseph W. Prass  
jprass@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 216 

 

Cantor, Benjamin B. Adler  
badler@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 211 

 

Educator, Rabbi Scott E. Colbert  
scolbert@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 205 
 

Rabbi Emeritus, Stanley M. Davids  
ravdavids@gmail.com 

 

Director of Youth/Teen Programs, Rabbi Lauren S. Cohn  
lcohn@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 203 
 

Schiff Preschool Director, Andi Miller  
amiller@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 214 

 

Executive Director, Beverly Brown  
bbrown@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 255 
 

Membership and Programs Administrator, Hayley Wasser  
hwasser@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 207 
 

Controller, Sally Caplan  
scaplan@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 206 
 

Kesher Editor / Shabbat Dinners, Suzanne Hurwitz  
shurwitz@temple-emanuel.net; Ext. 208 

 

Temple Emanu -El Board of Trustees  
 
President   
 Norman S. Cohen (nscatl@mindspring.com) 
 

1st Vice President   
 Jeffrey Marcus (lemjam@mindspring.com) 
 

Vice-Presidents    
 Stephanie Frostbaum (stephanie.frostbaum@emory.edu) 
 Steven Howard (stevenmhoward@earthlink.net) 
 Mary-Ellen Macksoud (memacksoud@bellsouth.net) 
 Chuck Pollack (chuckpollack@bellsouth.net) 
 Ben Stone (benstone@comcast.net) 
 

Treasurer    
 Bill Kellert (trellek@bellsouth.net) 
 

Financial Secretary  
 Ray Risner (rayr4@comcast.net) 
 

Recording Secretary   
 Dara Amram (amram_jd@bellsouth.net) 
 

Trustees  
 Shari Bayer (sharibayer1@gmail.com) 
 Jonathan Blank (jonblank@gmail.com) 
 Leonard Goodelman (leonard@affordablephoto.com) 
 Todd Gordon (todd@tbgatlanta.com) 
 Jackie Granath (j-granath@comcast.net) 
 Rochelle Kallish (rkallish@bellsouth.net) 
 Jon Kleinberg (jon_kleinberg@transwestern.net) 
 Deborah Perlstein (debperlstein@yahoo.com) 
 Marlene Seidel (seidelmom@mac.com) 
 Stacy Sullivan (stacycharles@bellsouth.net) 
 Robin Zusmann (robinz@mindspring.com) 
 

Former Presidents  
 Mark Young 
 Stephen L. Zisser 
 Arthur E. Katz 
 George M. Fox 
 Sandra Z. Ferko 
 Steven E. Marcus 
 Harold E. Kirtz 
 Stewart I. Aaron 
 Cary Rosenthal 
 Scott Walsey 
 Stephen E. Lewis 
 Ann Van Prooyen 
 Lynn Newport 
 Jane Schiff 
 Norman E. Zoller 
 

Schiff Preschool Parentsô Group 
 Dara Arouh (dara.arouh@comcast.net) 
 Laura Beth Summerfield (lbsummerfield@yahoo.com) 
 

Sisterhood President  
 Dara Amram (amram_jd@bellsouth.net) 
 

Brotherhood Co -Presidents   
 Jared Amram (amram_jd@bellsouth.net) 
 Hal Fine (thefines@mindspring.com) 
 

Youth Group President  
 Abby Flaxer 
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Welcome, New Members!  
 

The following members have joined 
Temple Emanu-El since June 1st, 2011: 

 

Jonathan Eisenstat and Ashli Breen, Zachary and Evan 

Michael and Kristi Goldberg, Abbi and Collin 

Bradley and Lauren Kentor, Chloe and Bailey 

Jerry and Ilana Tolk, Jack and Sydney 

Doug and Jen Shaener, Sam, Henry and Benjamin 

Rabbi Joseph and Leslie Prass, Hannah, Adam and Jenna 

Todd and Robin Scala, Jack, Bennett and Matthew 

Joshua Wolf and Sharon Genadinik, Isaac and Jeremy 

Neil and Jennifer Solarsh, Molly and Lucy 

Seth and Meg Herold, Taylor and Kady 

Alan and Roni Mintz 

Mark and Lisa West, Cooper and Tanner 

Brandon and Sara Friedman, Ella and Avery 

Paul and Elaine Siegel 

Dana Meyers, Max and Maci 

Robert and Cheryl Segal 

Jonathan and Leslie Jolles, Lily and Olivia 

Jeff and Jodi Rosenberg, Tyler and Maya 

Dick and Zelda Wise 

Chris and Jody Para, Ryan, Brynn and Wyatt 

Barbara Perlstein 

Howard and Katie Hirsch, Taylor 

David and Robin Winner, Rachel and Max 

Wendy Dell, Sydney and Olivia 

Charlie and Jacey Silverberg, Elana and Jordyn 

Ian and Hayley Wasser, Abram 

Lee and Susan Friedenberg, Ryan and Emiily 

Jeremy and Joanna Estroff, Emma and Blake 

Alan and Meredith Kitey, Harry and Sadie 

Daniel and Lisa Seigle, Blair, Brandon and Michael 

Marcus and Shelley Gordon, Levi and Zoe 

Jeff and Lee Edelman, Joshua, Justin and Shayna 

Gary and Kathy Morris 

Jennifer Burbuine 
 

We are thrilled to have you  

a part of our Family!  

From the Desk of Hayley Wasser...  
 
Greetings!  My name is Hayley Wasser 
and I recently joined the Temple Emanu
-El professional team as the assistant 
membership and programming adminis-
trator.   

 
I come with more than 10 years of programming and 
fund-raising experience in the Jewish community, hav-
ing worked with synagogues, JCCs and Jewish Fed-
erations in Ann Arbor, Austin, Baltimore, and Houston. 
With so many moves, I have often felt like a true 
ñwandering Jew!ò  My family and I relocated to Atlanta 
in January 2010 and we look forward to putting down 
roots in the Dunwoody area. We are all so happy to 
have found a spiritual home with Temple Emanu-El.  
Our two year old son, Abram, enjoys the Schiff Pre-
school as a Tiny Tangerine, and my husband Ian and I 
look forward to connecting with more congregants 
through family and adult programs. 
 
In the coming weeks, I will be working with Rabbi Prass 
and our clergy to plan more programs that help foster a 
sense of community, giving and learning. Be sure to 
watch Kesher Quick for more information about a fam-
ily menorah painting event in early December! 
 
I will also be working with Beverly Brown and our mem-
bership committee to help grow our congregation and 
provide a warm, engaging community for all of our 
members.  
 
While I have met many of you in my six-weeks with 
Temple Emanu-El, please feel welcome to stop by and 
introduce yourself ï my door (and email and phone) is 
always open. I look forward to hearing from you ï 
please share your ideas regarding programs and mem-
bership. 
 
Hayley Wasser 
hwasser@temple-emanuel.net 
770-395-1340, ext. 207 

Mark Your Calendars!  
 

Congregational Shabbat Dinners  

at Temple Emanu-El will take place on:  
 

Friday December 2, 2011  

Friday January 20, 2012 

Friday March 2, 2012  

Friday April 20, 2012  

mailto:hwasser@temple-emanuel.net
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Looking for a caring, nurturing, Jewish, Certified Nursing Consultant? 
 

Please contact 

BESS SERBIN 
 

Specializing in: 
Alzheimerôs Needs 
Family Coaching 

Post-Surgical Care 
Spinal Rehabilitation 

 
770.757.8282 / 770.740.9969 

bserb@att.net 

Did you knowé..? 
   About out ñMitzvah Driversò Program      

 
 

Some of our congregants have difficulty getting to temple for Shabbat services or for other 
synagogue events. Our member, Izzy Israeli, has volunteered to match up congregants who need  rides to temple with other congregants 

(ñMitzvah Driversò) who have volunteered to provide  rides. 
 

Would you like to be a Mitzvah Driver?  This would be a ñonce-in-a whileò commitment, and Izzy would match you up with a  
congregant who lives in your general vicinity. Help give a fellow congregant the chance to come and enjoy Shabbat worship  

(or an education class) with us!   
 

To volunteer to be a Mitzvah Driver, please send the following information to Hayley Wasser (hwasser@temple-emanuel.net): 
Name, phone number, e-mail address, city (or area of Atlanta), and what temple events or services you often (or sometimes) attend.  

Hayley will forward your information to Izzy, and he will contact you when there is a need for a driver in your area.  
 

If you are a member who needs  a ride to Temple Emanu-El, please contact Izzy directly at izzyisraeli@earthlink.net or 770-751-9555.  

Mazel tov to our Consecrants of 5772!  
 

May you enjoy a lifetime of sweet Jewish learning!  
 

(photo credit: Leonard Goodelman, Affordable Photography) 

 

mailto:izzyisraeli@earthlink.net

