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From Our Rabbi
Joseph W. Prass

Dear Congregants:

As daylight begins to fade early
at this time of year and we re-
treat to our warm homes, we
are also reminded of the
warmth we gather from commu-
nity during these shortened
days.

Certainly a centerpiece of these
days is the celebration of Cha-
nukah which brightens our
days. Often seen as a chil-
drendés holiday,
dedication and freedom is a
very adult theme that is often cast to the side.

When we look at Chanukah alongside holidays such as
Passover and Purim we are reminded of the resiliency of the
Jewish spirit. These joyous days, coupled with so many
other historical events ranging from the destruction of the
Temple, the Inquisition, and blood libels, to pogroms and the
Holocaust, demonstrate the strength of the Jewish people.

On this season of Chanukah | am reminded of the famous
Touro synagogue of Rhode Island. One of the oldest syna-
gogues in North America, it was dedicated on the first night
of Chanukah in 1763 (December 2™ of that year). The new
synagogue chose that symbolic occasion due to the obvious
hi storical meaning of Chanu
In the time of the Macabbees it was The Temple in Jerusa-
lem and for the Jewish colonists it was their new house of
worship.

In 1790, not long after the dedication on Chanukah, the
newly-elected President of the United States, George Wash-
ington, wrote a now-famous letter to the congregants of
Touro synagogue which laid out his vision of religious toler-
ance in America. In it he pledged that the new American
government would Agive to b
tion no assistance. 0

Amidst all the emphasis on materialism today we would do
well to remember that Chanukah is truly a celebration of
freedom. Our ancestors were finally free from persecution
and tyranny, leading to their ability to worship freely in the
restored and rededicated Temple.

It is my hope that this year we all feel the glow of Chanukah
as we rejoice in our festival of lights.
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Hanukkah begins this year
on Tuesday evening,
December 20th.

Want to learn more about the
Festival of Lights?
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Join Rabbi Prass on November 3rd, 10th, and
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Maccabbee®&abbi Prass will unwrap the Hidden
meaning of Chanukah. The first battle{for
religious freedom turns into a holiday where we
eat latkes and donuts. Learn about the mjracle of
the oil, understand what the Jewish comn{unit(} &'
Judah Maccabbee was like, and what CHanukah

has to do with Sukkot!
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Welcome, New Members!

The following members have joined
Temple Emanu-El since June 1st, 2011:

Jonathan Eisenstat and Ashli Breen, Zachary and Evan
Michael and Kristi Goldberg, Abbi and Collin
Bradley and Lauren Kentor, Chloe and Bailey
Jerry and llana Tolk, Jack and Sydney

Doug and Jen Shaener, Sam, Henry and Benjamin

From the Desk of Hayley Wasser...

Greetings! My name is Hayley Wasser
and | recently joined the Temple Emanu
-El professional team as the assistant
membership and programming adminis-
trator.

I come with more than 10 years of programming and
fund-raising experience in the Jewish community, hav-

Rabbi Joseph and Leslie Prass, Hannah, Adam ahd Jef#¥ worked with synagogues, JCCs and Jewish Fed-

Todd and Robin Scala, Jack, Bennett and Mattheyw
Joshua Wolf and Sharon Genadinik, Isaac and Jefemy
Neil and Jennifer Solarsh, Molly and Lucy

Seth and Meg Herold, Taylor and Kady

Alan and Roni Mintz

Mark and Lisa West, Cooper and Tanner
Brandon and Sara Friedman, Ella and Avery
Paul and Elaine Siegel

Dana Meyers, Max and Maci

Robert and Cheryl Segal

Jonathan and Leslie Jolles, Lily and Olivia

Jeff and Jodi Rosenberg, Tyler and Maya

Dick and Zelda Wise

Chris and Jody Para, Ryan, Brynn and Wyatt
Barbara Perlstein

Howard and Katie Hirsch, Taylor

David and Robin Winner, Rachel and Max
Wendy Dell, Sydney and Olivia

Charlie and Jacey Silverberg, Elana and Jordyn
lan and Hayley Wasser, Abram

Lee and Susan Friedenberg, Ryan and Emiily
Jeremy and Joanna Estroff, Emma and Blake
Alan and Meredith Kitey, Harry and Sadie
Daniel and Lisa Seigle, Blair, Brandon and Michag
Marcus and Shelley Gordon, Levi and Zoe
Jeff and Lee Edelman, Joshua, Justin and Shayna
Gary and Kathy Morris
Jennifer Burbuine

We are thrilled to have you
a part of our Family!

erations in Ann Arbor, Austin, Baltimore, and Houston.
With so many moves, | have often felt like a true
fiwandering Jew! o My f ami
in January 2010 and we look forward to putting down
roots in the Dunwoody area. We are all so happy to
have found a spiritual home with Temple Emanu-El.
Our two year old son, Abram, enjoys the Schiff Pre-
school as a Tiny Tangerine, and my husband lan and |
look forward to connecting with more congregants
through family and adult programs.

In the coming weeks, | will be working with Rabbi Prass
and our clergy to plan more programs that help foster a
sense of community, giving and learning. Be sure to
watch Kesher Quick for more information about a fam-
ily menorah painting event in early December!

| will also be working with Beverly Brown and our mem-
bership committee to help grow our congregation and
provide a warm, engaging community for all of our
members.

While | have met many of you in my six-weeks with
Temple Emanu-El, please feel welcome to stop by and
introduce yourself i my door (and email and phone) is
always open. | look forward to hearing from you i
please share your ideas regarding programs and mem-
bership.

Hayley Wasser
hwasser@temple-emanuel.net
770-395-1340, ext. 207

Mark Your Calendars!
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Congregational Shabbat Dinners
at Temple Emanu-El will take place on:

Friday December 2, 2011
Friday January 20, 2012
Friday March 2, 2012
Friday April 20, 2012
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Did you knowe. . ? :
About Miuttz viah Prodramer s 0 &Q

Some of our congregants have difficulty getting to temple for Shabbat services or for other
synagogue events. Our member, Izzy Israeli, has volunteered to match up congregants who need rides to temple with other congregants
(AMitzvah Driverso) pevide rlesve vol unteered to

Would you like to be a Mitzvah Driver? This woul d-intae whidemce ommi t ment , and | zzy
congregant who lives in your general vicinity. Help give a fellow congregant the chance to come and enjoy Shabbat worship
(or an education class) with us!

To volunteer to be a Mitzvah Driver, please send the following information to Hayley Wasser (hwasser@temple-emanuel.net):
Name, phone number, e-mail address, city (or area of Atlanta), and what temple events or services you often (or sometimes) attend.
Hayley will forward your information to Izzy, and he will contact you when there is a need for a driver in your area.

If you are a member who needs a ride to Temple Emanu-El, please contact Izzy directly at izzyisraeli@earthlink.net or 770-751-9555.

Looking for a caring, nurturing, Jewish, Certified Nursing Consultant?

Please contact
BESS SERBIN

Specializing in:

Al zhei mer 8s Needs
Family Coaching

Post-Surgical Care

Spinal Rehabilitation

770.757.8282 / 770.740.9969
bserb@att.net

Mazel tov to our Consecrants of 5772!

May you enjoy a lifetime of sweet Jewish learning!
(photo credit: Leonard Goodelman, Affordable Photography)
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