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FROM THE RABBI 
 
I am an expert at planning too much to fit in too 
little time.  In fact, my husband complains about 
this often but I believe that my over-booking of life 
comes from good and even logical intentions.  Life 
is so filled with wonderful opportunities and chal-
lenges that it is difficult for me to not try to squeeze 
another activity into a free five minutes.  Now that I 
am preparing to leave our congregation in eight 
months, I realize that I will be tempted to finish eve-
rything that I have ever started, to do all the things 
that I always said that I would do, and to feel that I must pack another ten 
years worth of ñrabbi-ingò into this last year.  Of course, this will only lead to 
frustration and exhaustion ï and not just for me but for my family and for 
you, my extended family! 
 
Instead of following my own bad pattern, I have begun to think of those 
ideas and lessons that have been most important to me to share with you. 
My rule is to limit these to eight ï one for each month!  I would bet that I will 
still not get it all done but at least I am making the effort to be more disci-
plined in my approach. I already have a start on my list and would like to 
share these first three with you. 
 
First and least impressive:  teach every man, woman, and child that I can 
the actual spelling, meaning, and role of the haftarah portion.  I have tried 
this in the past but it is now a priority to me.  Please, friends, it is spelled 
haftarah in transliteration and it has NOTHING to do with the Torah or with 
the word half.  Remember that it means closing or final and that it is the 
name for the final selection from the Bible that is read publicly on Shabbat 
after we have read the Torah portion.  As I usually explain every Shabbat 
morning, the haftarah portion is most often a selection from the Prophets 
and gives us the chance to learn from that section of the Bible to which we 
might otherwise not give attention. 
 
Second, I would like to help us appreciate the critical importance of Shab-
bat in a Jewish life.  I plan to teach more about this in other venues but the 
intrinsic value of Shabbat to Judaism is too often overlooked in our world 
which is run according to non-Jewish schedule.  Every way that we can 
bring some ritual or taste of Shabbat into our lives will have a significant 
impact on the rest of our lives.  I know that I have not proven that fact sim-
ply by stating it but I promise that I will do my best to make a compelling 
case for bringing more Shabbat into our world.  
 
The third goal that I have for our growth together is that we take the danger 
of gossip more seriously.  While I certainly have as much to learn here as 
does anyone else, I worry that we are so much better at talking about it 
rather than practicing a ñno gossipò life.  I can teach the ways that Judaism 
sees the root of so many evils as springing from gossip but helping us to 
take these lessons into our souls ï that is much more difficult.  Perhaps you 
have some ideas for ways that we can tackle this together. 
 
Even as I write this, I know that eight goals is trying to do too much!  But I 
cannot stop with these three and I am eager to know what you might add to 
my list.  Please email me with your suggestions and help me once again 
break my resolve to stop stuffing too much to do into too little time!!! 

Make sure to check out Ask the Rabbi on page 4 

Rabbi Julie Schwartz 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 5 
   Shabbat Service    8:00pm 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 6 
   Chevrah Torah       9:00am 
   Shabbat Service   10:00am 
   Bat Mitzvah: Lauren Stone 
 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 12 
   Family Shabbat Service / Sisterhood Social Action 6:15pm 
   Congregational Dinner   7:00pm 
   Shabbat Service  / Kristelnacht Service  8:00pm 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 13 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Tot Shabbat    9:30am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bat Mitzvah: Anna Rosing    
    
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 19 
    Shabbat Service / Speaker Shabbat   8:00pm 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 20 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Junior Congregation   10:00am 
   Shabbat Service   10:00am    
   Bat Mitzvah: Sarah Greifer 
   Bar Mitzvah: Stephen Hahn 
    
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 26 
   Shabbat Service   6:30pm 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 27 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 3 
   Congregational Dinner   6:15pm 
   Shabbat Service  / Consecration / Chanukah  7:30pm 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 4 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bar Mitzvah: Adam Danowitz 
   Bat Mitzvah: Danielle Dinberg 
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 10 
   Shabbat Service / Friday Night Chai 8:00pm 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 11 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Tot Shabbat    9:30am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bar Mitzvah: Ethan Hertz 
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 17 
   Shabbat Service  / Speaker Shabbat  8:00pm 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 18 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Junior Congregation   10:00am 
   Shabbat Service    10:00am 
   Bat Mitzvah: Abigail Chepenik 
   Bar Mitzvah: Noah Sitar 
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 24 
   Shabbat Service / Shared with Temple Sinai, here 6:30pm 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 25 
   Chevrah Torah    9:00am 
   Shabbat Service  / Shared with Temple Sinai, here 10:00am 
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 31 
   Shabbat Service  / Shared, at Temple Sinai  6:30pm 
SATURDAY JANUARY 1 
   Shabbat Service /  Shared, at Temple Sinai  10:00am 

WORSHIP SERVICES  



 

 

Spotlight 

On... 

Board Member Marci Gaither 
 

Marci grew up in Columbia, Maryland and has been a member of Temple 

Emanu-El for just over ten years. Over the years, Marci has been involved with  

the templeôs Family Religious Education Committee, Hunger Walk, Garden 

Isaiah, Family Shabbat,  and the 

Purim Carnival. Marci currently 

serves on the Executive Board. 

She remembers sitting in her first 

committee meeting many years 

back, and hearing that each 

meeting should begin with a dôvar 

Torah. She turned to Rabbi 

Schwartz for a reminderðit had 

been many years since her bat 

mitzvahðand wanted her ques-

tion to be answered discretely. She 

was assured that she was not the 

only one who wasnôt sure what a dôvar Torah is! Marci and her husband Gregg 

have been living in Atlanta for 23 years. Over the years, sheôs watched her 

children grow up at Temple Emanu-El. Both celebrated their bônai mitzvah 

here. Jamie is now a senior at Alpharetta High School and a madricha (leader; 

teacher assistant) in our Religious School, while Justin is an eighth grader at 

Webb Bridge Middle School. In her spare time, Marci loves watching sports 

with her family (especially the Braves and NFL football) and watching her kids 

play sports. When asked what has changed about Temple Emanu-El since 

she joined, her answer is simple: When they first joined, Marci and Gregg 

knew just one other family. Now, in large part due to her involvement, they 

know many, many more. 

Volunteer Peggi Stone 
 

Many of you have spotted Peggi working in Temple 

Emanu-Elôs Garden Isaiah. A large hat on her head to 

shield her face from the sun, she plants, weeds and 

picks produce to be delivered to the Community Action 

Center in Sandy Springs. In addition to digging in the 

dirt, Peggi coordinates 

the congregationôs efforts 

to maintain our five-year-

old, 16-bed garden. 

Peggi is proud of the 

volunteers, many of them 

new to Garden Isaiah this 

year, who have put in the 

time and effort needed 

for the garden produce 

over 400 pounds of food 

this season. But her sun 

hat isnôt the only hat that 

Peggi has worn at 

Emanu-El; she used to 

help organize the 

monthly Tot Shabbat 

program.  With her three daughters in tow, she pre-

pared food and flyers, and worked with staff and clergy 

to provide an engaging and educational Shabbat ex-

perience for our youngest members and guests. A 

dermatologist by trade, Peggi became a Jeopardy 

champion while in medical school. Her family consists 

of husband Ben, and soon-to-be bat mitzvah Lauren, 

13, Katie, 8, and Abby, 6. A cook and baker extraordi-

naire, Peggi enjoys reading, travel, and can often be 

found playing Mah Jongg with friends she has met in 

her years at Temple Emanu-El. 

Staff Member Jamila Jolly 
 

If you have walked into the main offices of Temple  

Emanu-El in the past three years, surely you have had the 

pleasure of meeting Jamila Jolly, Administrative Assistant 

to Temple Administrator Beverly Brown. As her last name 

suggests, Jamila is always smiling, always friendly, and 

always ready to help. Jamila, whose family hails from both 

the United States as well as the Caribbean, was living in 

New York City during 

9/11. Needing a 

change of venue, she 

moved her young fam-

ily  to Atlanta. She 

graduated from Geor-

gia State University  

with a BS in Psychol-

ogy, and also holds a 

Salesperson Real Es-

tate license. At the tem-

ple, Jamila is responsible for many tasks, beginning with 

providing administrative support to Beverly, but involving 

many other duties and departments. Jamila is married to 

her husband Dean and is the proud mother of two sons, 

Khaliq, 9, and Jayden, 7. She loves reading (especially 

mysteries, drama, and action books), spending time with 

her family, working on puzzles, and eating Indian food. 

Most of all, she loves to attend her sonsô soccer games. 

The Gaither family: 
Jamie, Justin, Marci and Gregg 

Jamila, always smiling 

Peggi Stone at our recent 
Simchat Torah celebration 
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Get to Know Our Clergy: Rabbi Scott Colbert  
Born in Los Angeles, Scott Colbert grew up on the 
Westside of L.A. In a predominantly Jewish area; 
each of the schools that he attended had a large 
Jewish population. At eight years old, he told his 
parents he wanted to go to Hebrew School. As they 
looked for a congregation, they walked into Temple 
Isaiah on a Sunday morning and hearing the Junior 
Choir practicing, he said: ñI want to join this group.ò  
Becoming very active in Temple, Scott and his    
parents were active in every facet of temple life. 
Scottôs mother, Jean, taught music in religious school 
and accompanied the Cantor and the Jr. Choir. 
 
Influenced by Cantor Robert Nadell of blessed mem-
ory and Dr. Jack Horowitz, RJE, Scott decided he 
wanted to be a Cantor-Educator. After attending 
UCLA, he was accepted into the Hebrew Union  
College-Jewish Institute of Religion as a cantorial 
student. Between acceptance and moving to New 
York, he was working in a small congregation in 
Westwood where he became the principal of the 
religious school. Needing a teacher, he interviewed 
Karen Abrams on a Sunday, hired her and then  
proposed marriage a week later. 
 
In August of 1968, Scott and Karen were married and 
moved to New York where Scott began a long    
journey of Jewish education. Graduating in 1973, he 
was invested as a Cantor and received a degree in 
Educational Administration. Scott became the Cantor
-Educator of the historic Temple Beth-El in San   

Antonio, Texas. Introducing new ideas in education 
and bringing his wealth of Jewish musical knowledge 
to this Classical Reform congregation was an exciting 
adventure. During a wonderful regional youth group 
convention, Karen informed Scott that she was   
pregnant. Adeena was born in San Antonio in 1975. 
 
In 1977, Scott was called to the very large and pres-
tigious Reform congregation in Seattle, Washington 
to become their first Cantor-Educator. He succeeded 
the well-known Samuel Goldfarb (composer of I Have 
A Little Dreidle) and Professor Bonia Shur (composer 
of the Kedusha we sing at services). Creating an 
award winning religious school in three locations was 
exciting and challenging. 
 
In 1980, the Colberts moved to Phoenix, Arizona 
where Scott took on the challenge of becoming Head 
of School of the Valley Jewish Day School. During 
the seven years in Phoenix, he also served as part-
time cantor at Congregation Beth-El, a Conservative 
Synagogue. But missing the challenge of being in a 
congregation, Scott looked for a new temple. 
 
In July 1987, he came to Temple Emanu-El as    
Cantor-Educator. He chose Emanu-El because he 
wanted to know every congregant. In 1991, he was 
awarded the title Reform Jewish Educator by the 
Reform Movement and with the departure of Rabbi 
Friedman, Cantor Colbert took over the spiritual lead-
ership of the congregation for eighteen months.  

During that time, the congregation increased its 
membership by a hundred families. Scott realized he 
needed more learning and began studying with a 
Yeshiva in Woodmere, NY on a weekly basis. For 
sixteen years he stud-
ied text with well-known 
scholars. In 1999, he 
went back to HUC-JIR 
to study for a doctorate. 
He became the first 
Cantor to earn a Doctor 
of Ministry from the 
Hebrew Union College 
in 2001. He became the 
Executive Vice      
President of the   
American Conference 
of Cantors and he also 
continued his studies at 
the Rabbinical Academy 
of America where in 
2006 he was ordained as a Rabbi. 
 
Rabbi Colbert has served our congregation in many 
capacities. In each of those different roles he has 
enjoyed teaching young and old and being a       
significant part the temple family. His favorite      
activities at Temple Emanu-El include telling stories 
to preschoolers at Shabbat Sing and being available 
to families as they celebrate and observe important 
moments in their lives. 

Rabbi Colbert holds the lulav 
and etrog in the Templeôs 

sukkah 

Looking for a caring, nurturing, Jewish 

Certified Nursing Consultant? 

Please contact BESS SERBIN 

Specializing in Alzheimerôs Needs / 

Family Coaching / Post-Surgical Care 

and Spinal Rehabilitation 

 

770.757.8282 

770.740.9969 

bserb@att.net 



 

 

Thank you so much to the following who participated in 
Chanting Torah, Haftarah, and Blessings during the High 
Holy Days: Phil Rubin, Alexandra Rubin, Casey Rosner, 

Justin Fleischman, Gary Lewis, Artie Gumer, Gavi Ballaban, David 
Arkin, Allison Miller, Logan Berland, Brianna Lesnick, Ann Rollins, 
Adam Silverman, RuthE Levy, Michael Schaffer, Steve Lewis, Jamie 
Gaither, Jason Friedman, Elaine Clein, Michael Gladson, Sybil Gins-
berg, Norman Zoller, Cameron Frostbaum, Lindsey Marcus, Rebecca 
Burkley, Allison Miller, Aaron Smith, Allie Rosner, Adam Adler, Abby 
Flaxer, Jenna Kahn, Jessica Silverman, Mila Freeman, Rebecca 
Mayo, Jessica Kallish, Rebecca Kaufman, Danny Kaplan, Justine 
Bennett, Jan Berland, Zoe Sabatini, Samantha Tuchman, Emily 
Perlman, and Jenna Perlman. Your preparation and participation 
helped raise the level of spirituality throughout our services. 

 
Thank you also to the following choir members who made these Holy Days among the 
most inspiring experiences for so many of us: Sandra Lutters our conductor, Ann Rollins 
our accompanist, Leslie Aron, Laila Berland, Brent Davis, Mary Francell-Sharfstein, Bryan 
Franklin, Cary Gershon, Rob Gilbert, Michael Gladson, Hope Green, Chick Herman, Cindy 
Hirsch, Phyllis Levine, Steve Lewis, Gary Lewis, Heather Low, Nan Nowell, Elise OôBanion, 
Dorothy Scherr, Rebecca Shipley, Norman Zoller, Ranon Herman, David Johnson, Jason 
Friedman, and Chloe Kahn.  Thank you also to Sandy Salzinger of the Atlanta Symphony 
for your beautiful violin rendition prior to Erev Rosh Hashanah and Kol Nidre Services. 
 
If you are interested in participating in our choir, chanting Torah or playing an instrument 
during our Friday Night Jam services, please contact me.  
 
I wish you all a most Happy, Healthy and Sweet Year.  
 
  - Cantor Benjamin Adler 

 

For ongoing, important information from  
Congregation President Norman Cohen, please see 

the updated website version of the Kesher Newsletter at 
www.templeemanuelatlanta.org.  

Cantorõs Corner 

Ask the Rabbi 
 
Dear Rabbi: 
How do we know how many days of a holiday 
to celebrate? Thank you, Unsure of How Many 
Potatoes to Buy.  
 
Dear Unsure: 
I agree that it can be quite confusing! As a 
Reform Jewish congregation, we follow the 
holiday calendar just like they do in Is-
rael.  This means that we have 2 days of Rosh 
Hashanah, 1 day of Yom Kippur (thank good-
ness!), 7 days of Sukkot with the 8th day being 
Simchat Torah, 8 days of Chanukah, 7 days of 
Pesach, and 1 day of Shavuot. Adding an 
additional day to Sukkot, Pesach, and Sha-
vuot is a tradition that was adopted by Jews 
living outside of Israel and it stemmed from 
concerns that we might not get the correct 
word on the official start of the New Year. 
Since we certainly do know when the New 
Year begins and need not doubt that we are 
celebrating on the right days, it seems logical 
that we use the original Biblical calendar. The 
only exception to this is the practice of observ-
ing 2 days for Rosh Hashanah. Although this 
also began from an abundance of caution to 
ensure that we had a proper sighting of the 
New Moon which began the New Year, now 
we observe 2 days because we acknowledge 
the primary importance of Rosh Hashanah 
and the beginning of the Holy Day period. The 
8 days of Chanukah comes from the Talmudic 
story itself and is connected to a specific date 
in the Jewish month of Kislev. And you are 
right, we Jews sure can make it complicated!!! 
 
Do you have a question for Rabbi Schwartz? 
Email it to jschwartz@temple-emanuel.net. 
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Early Family Shabbat Services  

Fridays at Temple Emanu-El  
2010-2011 

September 24 (Shabbat in the Sukkah)  

October 8  

November 12 (With Sisterhood Social Action Project)  

December 3 (Chanukah, Shabbat and Consecration) 

January 7 

February 11 

March 11(With Sisterhood Social Action Project)  

April 8  

May 20 (With Religious School Awards and Recognitions) 
 

We welcome these Shabbatot with pre-service snacks and schmoozing beginning at 6:00pm. 

Early Shabbat services begin at 6:15pm, followed by a congregational dinner (reservations 

necessary) at 7:00pm. On December 3, dinner will begin at 6:15pm and our service will begin 

at 7:30pm. On October 8, November 12, January 7, February 11, March 11 and April 8, 

we will have an 8:00pm traditional service as well. 

We hope you join us for these unique congregational Shabbatot. 

Sukkot Scenes  

around Temple Emanu -El  

Diamond Family Religious School students make an indoor sukkah Minnette Meyer 

Kenneth Levy and Sam Graiser look on 
while Brenda Graiser waves the lulav. 

Sheila Cohen, Elaine Clein, Ken and Sandy Levy 

Rabbi Schwartz explains Sukkot customs to 
Sheila Cohen and her son Stuart 

Brenda  and Sam Graiser  


