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Warmest best wishes and 
heartiest congratulations 

are extended to 
Rabbi Julie Schwartz and 

Dr. Michael Gladson 
on the occasion of their 

recent marriage.    

Dr. Michael Cook is Bronstein Professor of 
Judaeo-Christian Studies at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion, Cincinnati campus, and the only 
rabbi in America with a Full-Professorial 
Chair in New Testament. In 2003, he was 
one of seven scholars selected by the 
Catholic Bishops to assess the accuracy 
of the advance script of Mel Gibson’s 
“Passion of the Christ.” It was Gibson’s 
reaction to the Scholars’ Report that 

generated the ensuing international controversy. Dr. Cook has 
received an “Excellence in Teaching Award” from the Greater 
Cincinnati Consortium of Universities and has a major new book 
out, for Christians as well as Jews, entitled Modern Jews Engage 
the New Testament: Enhancing Jewish Well-Being in a Christian 
Environment (Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 2008).

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, February 8:
"Jews, Jesus, & 'Gospel Dynamics': How to Enhance Jewish Well-Being in a 
Christian Environment" 
The focus of Dr. Cook’s new book, he  proposes a reversal of 2,000 years: engaging 
Christianity from a pedestal of knowledge instead of practicing avoidance strategies 
that have redounded to our detriment.  
SUNDAY DINNER DISCUSSION:
 "Close Encounters of the Religious Kind: Helping Jews Respond to Questions 
from Their Christian Friends"  
SUNDAY EVENING:
"If Jewish History Goes in Cycles, Where Are We Jews Today – vis-à-vis Roman 
Catholics, Liberal Protestants, Evangelicals?"

Dr. Laurie L. Patton, Charles Howard 
Candler Professor and Professor 
of Early Indian Religions at Emory 
University, earned her B.A. from 
Harvard University and her Ph.D. from 
the University of  Chicago.  For several 
years during the last two decades, 
she has made her Indian home in 
Pune, Maharashtra. Her scholarly 
interests are in the interpretation 
of early Indian ritual and narrative, 
comparative mythology, literary 
theory in the study of religion, and 

women and Hinduism in contemporary India.
In addition to over 45 articles in these fields, she is the author 
or editor of seven books.  Her next book of poetry, just 
completed, focuses on the weekly parshiyot of the Jewish 
ritual year. 
She has worked as a Fulbright scholar in Israel in 2000, and 
again in 2004 where she was completing research for her 
forthcoming book, Grandmother Language: Women and 
Sanskrit in Maharashtra and Beyond.  She is also completing 
a methodological work, Scholar and the Fool: The Secular 
Scholar of Religion and 21st Century Publics (contracted with 
University of Chicago Press). 
Prof. Patton served as Chair of the Department from 2000-
2007, as Co-convenor of the Religions and the Human Spirit 
Strategic Plan from 2005-2007, and as Winship Distinguished 
Research Professor from 2003-06.  She was the recipient of 
Emory’s highest award for teaching, the Emory Williams 
Award, in 2006.

Temple Emanu-El Welcomes Two Renowned 
Speakers in January and February 2009!

 Dr. Laurie Patton on January 22 and 
Dr. Michael Cook on February 8


